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Transforming the Way We 


Knowing American history is essential to understanding the American 
system of government and the role citizens are to play. When that 
education is undermined and replaced with the opposite of our 
Founders’ intent, the ramifications for protecting God-given liberty for 


Look at American History 


To the Victor Go the Myths & Monuments details a deliberate, organized 
opposition working to subvert the American Republic. Its American 
history that all Americans need to learn so they can understand the 
proper role of government and their role in the American system. 


current and future generations are great. 


Based on 45-plus years of research, this groundbr g book reveals history as you’ve never seen it before. 
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Phyllis Schlafly: Conservative Icon 

by John F McManus — One of the most influential people in the 
conservative movement, Phyllis Schlafly, the founder of Eagle Forum, 
passed away in early September, but her legacy will live on. 


INTERVIEW 


Exclusive Interview With 

Huey P. Newton Gun Club Leader 

by Christian Gomez — The murder of five Dallas-area policemen 
in July by Micah Johnson led police to investigate black nationalist 
groups. We interview the leader of one such group. 


CULTURE 
Making Doctors Kill: The Tyranny 


of State-enforced Euthanasia 

by Dr. Duke Pesta — Proponents of euthanasia have longed claimed 
that it is ridiculous to assume that allowing limited euthanasia will lead 
to a slippery slope, but recent events show otherwise. 


BOOK REVIEW 

Suckish Socialism 

by Alex Newman — Though American students are being sold by 
their teachers on socialism, analysis of the outcomes of socialism 
tells a story of utter failure, a tale told to readers in a new book. 


HISTORY — PAST AND PERSPECTIVE 

The Flying Tigers 

by Roger D. McGrath — When Americans have the will to succeed 
and are allowed to apply individual ingenuity, even small groups that 
are outgunned and outmanned can produce devastating results. 


THE LAST WORD 
Obama: U.S. Must “Accept Constraints” on 
Sovereignty 
by Joe Wolverton II, J.D. 
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Judging What’s “Right,” 
Not What’s “Lawful” 


The cormerstone principle of the founding 
of our Constitutional Republic is that it be 
“of the people, by the people, and for the 
people.” However, in our representative 
democracy, laws are passed “by the politi- 
cian and for the politician.” In reality the 
only place in the Constitution where “of the 
people, by the people, and for the people” 
is operative is in the Sixth Amendment trial 
jury, which says, in part: “In all criminal 
prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the 
right to a speedy trial, by an impartial jury.” 

Yet today judges instruct jurors that they 
must follow the law, rather than instruct- 
ing them that they “may” or “should” fol- 
low the law. In other words, judges are 
instructing jurors that the “rule of law,” 
which is a product of the politicians, is 
supreme. This is not what our Founding 
Fathers intended. 

The elitist Ivy League law professors I 
have spoken with tend to conflate the “rule 
of law” and the “due process of law.” No- 
where in the Constitution or the Declaration 
of Independence is the “rule of law” men- 
tioned! This tendency to conflate the two, or 
make them equivalent, would be abhorrent 
to Founders such as Madison, Jefferson, 
and even Hamilton. Not conflating the two 
is what makes our Republic different from 
other nations. Remember, Adolf Hitler was 
a staunch supporter of the “rule of law.” 

Dr. W. DAvID HERBERT ESQ 
Billings, Montana 


Lying to Students 


Many youth are cheering as the merits of 
a free education and other socialist ideals 
are touted. But there are many countries 
that are socialist, so why not look to see 
how it actually works? 

European countries “benefit” from so- 
cialism through free education. What’s 
not talked about is the fact that tax rates in 
Europe are often more than double, triple, 
or quadruple what is paid in the United 
States. The end result of a “free” educa- 
tion is that you leave school debt free then 
spend the remainder of your life paying for 
everyone else’s “free” education. 

Also, socialism does not promote a 
sound business environment. The average 
unemployment rate for youth in Europe 
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is more than 23 percent, with one nation 
pegged at more than 60 percent! Upon 
leaving school, the odds of getting em- 
ployment are bleak. 

It is likely that the most significant 
problem with socialism is that in order to 
implement it, big government is required. 
And government programs rarely function 
as initially intended, and even when they 
do, governments make them fail. A clas- 
sic instance of that is Social Security. It 
actually succeeded to an extent until the 
government “borrowed” from it, causing 
it to financially fail. 

Throughout history big governments 
have been a nemesis, not a blessing. 
Thomas Jefferson is credited with stating, 
“A government that is big enough to give 
you everything you want is big enough 
to take everything you have.” That per- 
ception has been proven numerous times 
throughout history. 

The Robin Hood philosophy of taking 
from the rich to give to the poor is a myth. 
Some basic arithmetic, some common 
sense, and a look at countries that have ad- 
opted that philosophy will clearly indicate 
the outcome. Former British Prime Min- 
ister Margaret Thatcher said it best when 
she stated, “The problem with socialism 
is that eventually you run out of someone 
else’s money.” Socialism is an equal op- 
portunity financial sponge. It takes from 
everyone who has anything. 

Since much of the share-the-wealth so- 
cialist philosophy is spawned during the col- 
lege years from biased college professors, it 
would be well if a course were introduced 
into the curriculum that gave the students an 
opportunity learn about socialism in detail. 

In such a course, socialism should actu- 
ally be implemented, so students get prac- 
tical experience. At the end of the course, 
the grades would be “socialized.” Those 
who worked hard and had high grades 
would be balanced with those who had ap- 
plied little effort and/or had little incentive 
to work. Higher scores would go down 
and lower scores would go up. 

Bos LAGASSE 
Sent via e-mail 


Send your letters to: THE NEw AMERICAN, P.O. 
Box 8040, Appleton, WI 54912. Or e-mail: 
editorial@thenewamerican.com. Due to vol- 
ume received, not all letters can be answered. 
Letters may be edited for space and clarity. 
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Media’s Liberal Bias May Backfire in Elections 


—_ 


Just three days after Pew Research reported on September 11 that 
nearly two-thirds of Americans think the news stories they read, 
hear, and watch are biased, along came Gallup on September 14 
with a similar conclusion. 

Pew found that 63 percent of its respondents doubted the ve- 
racity and neutrality of the stories they get from the mainstream 
media, a full 10-percent decline just since 2007. Pew also report- 
ed that the mainstream media finds itself in increasing financial 
difficulty owing not only to increasing distrust by its readers but 
competition from Internet-based sources. 

For instance, newspaper advertising dropped by 29 percent 


during just the first six months of 2016, while ad revenue on 
broadcast stations declined by 12 percent in the same period. 
Radio advertising also took a hit, falling by 23 percent from Janu- 
ary through July. 

According to Pew, “The news media’s credibility has been 
eroding since 1985. Back then, 55 percent of those polled be- 
lieved newspapers and broadcasters generally got things right. 
By 1999 that number had fallen to 37 percent,” while the latest 
poll found just 29 percent believing that the news they were read- 
ing could be trusted for accuracy and neutrality. 

On September 14 Gallup reported, ““Americans’ trust and con- 
fidence in the mass media to ‘report the news fully, accurately 
and fairly’ has dropped to its lowest level in Gallup polling his- 
tory ... down eight percentage points from last year.” 

Gallup showed the loss of trust is across all demographics, 
including age and political party. In the last year, Republicans’ 
loss of trust in the media dropped from 32 percent to just 14 
percent, while Democrats’ fell from 55 percent to 51 percent. 
Independents also lost trust in the mainstream media, with their 
trust falling from 33 percent to 30 percent. 

As that loss of trust continues to grow, it’s possible that the 
liberal media bias could actually work against itself, particularly 
in the upcoming November presidential elections. 


Taxpayer Dollars Buying Immigrant Votes for Democrats 


The Obama administration continues to devote taxpayer dollars 
to register new immigrant voters (i.e., Democratic voters) in time 
for the November election. After spending $19 million early this 
year on the registration efforts, the administration dedicated an- 
other $10 million in September. 

Judicial Watch reported September 6, “The money is distrib- 
uted by U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS), the 
Homeland Security Agency that oversees lawful immigration, to 
organizations that help enhance pathways to naturalization by 
offering immigrants free citizenship instruction, English, U.S. 
History and civics courses.” 

The agency has spent a significant amount of money on these 
grants, $63 million since 2009, to prepare more than 150,000 
immigrants for citizenship, according to Judicial Watch. 

Judicial Watch contends that the program is clearly intended to 
qualify “as many immigrants as possible to vote since they tend 
to cast ballots for Democrats.” The $10 million grant is target- 
ing more than a dozen states, including Ohio and Florida, both 
of which are key swing states that can make a big difference in 
November. 

A 2014 report from the Center for Immigration Studies re- 
vealed that increased immigration amounts to a growing Demo- 
cratic voter base. “The enormous flow of legal immigrants into 
the country — 29.5 million from 1980 to 2012 — has remade 
and continues to remake the nation’s electorate in favor of the 
Democratic Party,” concluded the report. “As the immigrant 
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population has grown, Republican electoral prospects have 
dimmed, even after controlling for alternative explanations of 
GOP performance.” 

Meanwhile, at the same time that the Obama administration is 
pouring taxpayer dollars into recruiting new Democratic voters, it 
is simultaneously fighting state voter ID laws that seek to prevent 
voter fraud. In other words, even when the administration cannot 
turn enough immigrants into legal voters, the absence of voter 
ID laws can ensure that illegal immigrants can cast their ballots 
in November. 


INSIDE TRACK 


No Rising Seas Due to Global Warming 


Despite the gloom-and-doom predictions often made by pundits 
associated with the environmental lobby, several recent studies 
show that there is no evidence to indicate that alleged global 
warming caused by human activity has contributed to the rise of 
sea levels. 

A September 14 report from CNS News compiled citations 
from “four peer-reviewed studies,” as well as other reports con- 
cluding that there was “no observable sea-level effect of anthro- 
pogenic global warming.” 

The first report cited by CNS, written by environmental spe- 
cialist Kenneth Richard, was posted on September | by NoTricks- 
Zone, a website specializing in climate-related topics. Richard 


cited Dr. Nils-Axel Mérner, whom he described as “a renowned 
sea-level expert who has authored over 200 peer-reviewed sci- 
entific publications during his career,” who “recently confirmed 
there has been a lack of climate-related sea level rise in areas 
of the world where disastrous climate-related sea level rise has 
been assumed to already be occurring: the Maldives and along 
the coasts of Bangladesh.” 

Another study cited by CNS was a paper published on May 18 
by a team led by Dr. Hindumathi Palanisamy. Palanisamy noted 
that by studying “sea level spatial trend patterns in the tropical 
Pacific and attempting to eliminate signal corresponding to the 
main internal climate mode, we show that the remaining residual 
sea level trend pattern does not correspond to externally forced 
anthropogenic sea level signal.” 

In addition, noted CNS, the Earth’s coasts actually gained land 
over the past 30 years: A team of researchers led by Gennadii 
Donchyts from the Deltares Research Institute in the Netherlands 
found that the Earth’s surface gained a total of 22,393 square 
miles of land during the past 30 years, including 13,000 square 
miles in coastal areas — areas where rising sea levels would be 
expected to decrease land area. 

Another point not taken into consideration in these reports is 
that human activity may have no direct effect on global warming, 
and many scientists maintain that global warming (whatever its 
causes may be) has ceased. 


North American Oil Discoveries Continue to Frustrate OPEC 


Apache Corporation, the sixth-largest independent oil and gas 
producer in the United States, announced September 7 that it has 
found a new gargantuan reserve of oil and natural gas in West 
Texas that could be one of the largest energy finds in the last 
decade. At the low end, the new “Alpine High” field could con- 
tain two billion barrels of oil plus massive natural gas reserves. 
More importantly, especially to OPEC members gearing up to 
find ways to raise prices, the company’s estimated profit margin 
is 30 percent after taking into account all expected development 
costs, even with crude selling at below $50 a barrel. 

Apache has already drilled 19 wells into the new field and has 
committed one-fourth of its capital budget this year to develop 
the field further. The profit potential for natural gas is nearly off 
the charts: The company’s break-even point is just 10 cents per 
million British thermal units (BTUs) while the market price for 
natural gas closed Tuesday at $2.72. 

The discovery is also going to turn OPEC’s plans to cap pro- 
duction in order to drive prices higher upside down. OPEC is 
currently plotting ways that it can drive the price of crude higher 
in response to increasing pleas from members such as Venezuela 
and Algeria for higher prices. 

Acceptable or not, oil prices are headed lower, according to 
both Morgan Stanley and Bank of America. Earlier this year, 
Morgan Stanley estimated that the price of crude would move 


higher, but just cut its third-quarter forecast from $50 a barrel to 
$45. On August 25, Bank of America estimated that demand for 
crude would decline further than expected. 

OPEC is now in a pickle of its own creation: If it cuts produc- 
tion in order to drive prices higher, this will only further encour- 
age U.S. producers to bring more rigs online. If they continue to 
flood the market, their budget deficits will get even larger while 
still losing precious market share to the Americans. 
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Britain’s Mr. Brexit Stumps for Trump at a Mississippi Rally 

“There are millions of ordinary Americans who have been let down, 
who feel the political class in Washington is detached from them, who 
feel so many of their representatives are politically correct parts of the 
liberal media elite. But you can beat the commentators; you can beat 
Washington.” 

The leader of Britain’ anti-European Union campaign, Nigel Farage, 
gave a rousing message to Trump supporters as Donald Trump stood 
close by cheering him on. 


Nigel 
Farage 


Loud Noises Spur Crowds to Panic 

“T would say that we are in the grip of a moral panic. The constant percep- 
tion of being vulnerable to mass violence has seeped into our collective 
consciousness.” 

An expert in the field of global studies and psychology, Georgia State University Professor John Hor- 
gan also specializes in the study of terrorism. He expressed his view after a false alarm created a 
genuine panic at the Los Angeles International Airport. 


AP Images 


Muslim Females Harassed for Wearing Full-body Swimsuits 
“How is it possible that in a ‘modern’ world, tanning naked is ac- 
cepted but keeping your clothes on at the beach is not?” 

Aspiring journalist Dina Sronji is a university student in Lebbeke, 
Belgium. Not a Muslim herself, she finds the campaign against 
Muslim women wearing extra-modest beachwear ridiculous. 


Philippine President Insults Ohama 

“T am a president of a sovereign state and we have long ceased 
to be a colony. I do not have any master except the Filipino 
people, nobody but nobody. Putang ina, I will swear to you at 
that forum.” 

Angered over threats that Obama would chastise him over human rights issues, President Rodrigo 
Duterte used the Tagalog phrase for “son of a b***h” when referring to the U.S. leader. Obama 
cancelled a planned meeting with the president of the Philippines. 


Peace in Libya Far From Possible at Present 

“By our count, there are 40 militias and gangs in Tripoli. The city is a barrel bomb waiting to drop. We 
don’t think anyone can control these forces.” 

A spokesman for the Libyan military based in the eastern portion of the country, Ahmed el-Mesmari 
claims these groups are “anarchists and extremists who are closer to Al Qaeda than to anyone else.” 


Leading Neoconservative Threatens to Vacate His Home Country 

“Tt makes me want to move to Canada.” 

Disgusted with both Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump, Senator Lindsey Graham (R-S.C_) issued 
a tongue-in-cheek critique. He came in 15th in the GOP's primary contests that eventually chose 
Donald Trump. 


Clinton Insults Half of Trump’s 
Supporters — or 25 Percent of the Electorate 
“You could put half of Trump’s supporters into what I call the basket of 
deplorables. Right? The racist, sexist, homophobic, xenophobic, Islama- 
phobic — you name it.... And unfortunately there are people like that. 
And he has lifted them up.” 
The Democratic Party nominee, Hillary Clinton, hasn’t apologized for 
her insult. Instead, she has expressed “regret” for what she said. That’s 
like a child who got caught eating all the candy Mom bought for the fam- 
ily — he “regrets” that he got caught. @ 

— COMPILED BY JOHN F. MCMANUS 


Hillary 
Clinton 
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One of the most influential people in the conservative movement, Phyllis Schlafly, the 
founder of Eagle Forum, passed away in early September, but her legacy will live on. 


by John F. McManus 
hyllis Schlafly, aptly labeled by 
friend and foe as “the first lady of 
the conservative movement,” suc- 


John F: McManus is president emeritus of The John 
Birch Society. 
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cumbed to cancer on September 5 at her 
home in Ladue, Missouri. She had reached 
age 92. Known well by subscribers to THE 
New AMERICAN and members of The John 
Birch Society, her long career as a promi- 
nent leader of conservative and anti-com- 
munist causes set her apart from the many 
liberals and internationalists who grudg- 


ingly acknowledged her tenacity and abil- 
ity to stand in the way of their attempts to 
undo America. 


The Early Years 

Born Phyllis McAlpin Stewart on August 
15, 1924, she was the daughter of Ernest 
and Odile Stewart, who raised her in their 
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St. Louis home. She attended Maryville 
College in Saint Louis, but transferred to 
that city’s Washington University, where 
she graduated Phi Beta Kappa in only three 
years. Self-financing her education during 
the World War II years, she worked at an 
ammunition plant, where her job included 
test-firing the ammunition in machine guns. 
Off to Massachusetts in 1944, she earned a 
degree in political science (1945) at Rad- 
cliffe College, a female college associated 
with Harvard that was later absorbed by the 
university. Originally a supporter of estab- 
lishment Republicans, such as the party’s 
presidential candidates Wendell Willkie 
and Thomas Dewey in the 1940s, she also 
favored the United Nations and thought the 
United States benefited from trade pacts 
such as the General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade, which morphed into the World 
Trade Organization (WTO) in 1995. But 
her devotion to establishment Republicans, 
the United Nations, dangerous trade pacts 
(including the WTO), and other initiatives 
favored by liberals and internationalists 
soon faded. Early in her career, she became 
a leading opponent of all of them. 

After gaining her 1945 political sci- 
ence degree at Radcliffe, Phyllis moved 
to Washington in hopes of securing a 
government job. Failing to find a place 
within the bureaucratic maze, she gained 
employment with the American Enter- 
prise Association, eventually renamed the 
American Enterprise Institute. Back to St. 
Louis in 1946, she worked in the success- 
ful congressional campaign of Republican 
Claude Bakewell. From there, she took a 
job as a researcher at a St. Louis bank, 
where one of her tasks found her writ- 
ing commentaries about current events. 
Though the bank distributed her work 
throughout the St. Louis area, her name 
never appeared as its author. 

Across the Mississippi River in Alton, 
Illinois, prominent and well-to-do attorney 
J. Fred Schlafly became so impressed with 
those commentaries that he sought to meet 
the author. Friends said he was stunned to 
find that it was “a girl.” He would later 
state that the initial meeting with Phyllis 
resulted in “love at first sight.” Barely a 
year later, they married on October 24, 
1949. Phyllis was 25 and Fred 39. Both 
fervent Catholics, they set up a home in 
Alton and raised a family of six children. 
Fred Schlafly passed away in 1993. 
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She rocketed to national fame in 1964 with her small 
paperback A Choice Not an Echo. Accurately credited 
with helping Arizona Senator Barry Goldwater win 

the GOP nomination for president, the book saw a 
distribution of more than three million Copies. 


Getting Involved 

in the World of Politics 

In 1952, prominent area Republicans 
sought Fred Schlafly to seek a seat in 
the U.S. Congress. When he turned them 
down, Phyllis offered herself for the post 
and won the GOP’s primary, but lost the 
election. Undaunted, she began speaking at 
gatherings of the Daughters of the Ameri- 
can Revolution (DAR) and soon accepted 
the presidency of the Illinois Federation of 
Republican Women. In 1958, along with 
Father C. Stephen Dunker, a missionary 
priest who had been abused by commu- 
nists in China, the Schlaflys launched the 
Cardinal Mindszenty Foundation. Aimed 
to help Catholics become more aware of 
the communist threat to the church and 
the nation, the organization took its name 
from the valiant Catholic leader of Hun- 
gary who had been tortured and jailed by 
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communists. Eleanor Schlafly, a member 
of the extended Schlafly family, became 
the foundation’s leader. 

Even while lending her voice and abil- 
ity to political efforts, the ever-energetic 
Phyllis presided over the early education 
of her six children. Before they entered 
school, she taught each to read from a 
phonics text she acquired. Three of her 
six offspring became lawyers, one a physi- 
cian, one a Ph.D. mathematician, and one 
a businesswoman. During these years, she 
wrote about the dangers to America of 
communism and served as the national 
defense chairman of the DAR. 

In less obvious ways, her husband also 
involved himself in the affairs of the na- 
tion, and he is believed by many to have 
been one of the authors of the superb 1958 
Report of the American Bar Association 
Special Committee on Communist Tactics, 


She went where needed: In 1977, when the Equal Rights Amendment was nearing ratification 
by the required 38 state legislatures, Phyllis Schlafly, shown here at a rally held at the State 
Capitol in Springfield, Illinois, her home state, traveled throughout the nation to speak against the 


proposal at numerous similar events. 
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letters from her alma mater, Washington University, where she had earned both her bachelor’s 
and law degrees, a sizable number of the graduates at the commencement protested the award 
by turning their backs to the proceedings. An earlier campaign sought to cancel the honor. 


Strategy and Objectives. That document’s 
hard-hitting analysis of communist prog- 
ress within America captured widespread 
attention, and to help in its dissemination, 
Senator Styles Bridges (R-N.H.) placed 
the entire document in the Congressional 
Record for August 22, 1958. In a fact- 
packed 20 pages, it condemned the many 
damaging decisions of the Warren Su- 
preme Court, discussed the penetration of 
our nation by communists, listed the over- 
all goals of America’s determined enemy, 
and even corrected current fallacies about 
communism. Reprinted as a booklet by 
the newly formed John Birch Society, the 
study’s powerful message alarmed many 
and spurred them on to become involved 
in efforts to protect the nation. 

In 1962, Phyllis launched “America 
Wake Up!” a 15-minute radio show heard 
on numerous Illinois stations. She rock- 
eted to national fame in 1964, however, 
with her small paperback A Choice Not 
an Echo. Accurately credited with helping 
Arizona Senator Barry Goldwater win the 
GOP nomination for president, the book 
saw a distribution of more than three mil- 
lion copies. Though small in size, it packed 
a powerful punch, capably alerting Ameri- 
cans about the takeover of top echelons of 
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the Republican Party by individuals she 
labeled “secret kingmakers” and “Rock- 
efeller Republicans.” At the time, she did 
not name the Council on Foreign Relations 
as the seat of the liberal and internation- 
alist power she targeted, but in 1975, the 
book Kissinger on the Couch, which she 
co-authored with Retired Admiral Chester 
Ward, condemned the CFR in no uncertain 
terms. Admiral Ward, the former judge ad- 
vocate general of the U.S. Navy, had spent 
20 years as a member of the council and 
knew very well how the establishment’s 
kingmakers operated and why they should 
be exposed as a danger to our country. A 
pro-Goldwater delegate to the 1964 GOP 
national convention, Phyllis became either 
a delegate or a prominent attendee at all 
subsequent Republican conventions. 

A Choice Not an Echo (the first of 20 
books she either wrote or published) cer- 
tainly didn’t endear Phyllis to members the 
GOP’s Rockefeller wing. Payback from 
them came in 1967 when Phyllis had du- 
tifully risen through the various official 
chairs of the National Federation of Re- 
publican Women. During the organization’s 
meeting, when the new president would be 
named, Nelson Rockefeller had arranged to 
fill the gathering with busloads of women 


from the Northeast, who took control and 
denied her what clearly should have been 
her post for the coming year. 

Bruised but hardly beaten, she ran for 
Congress in 1970 but lost to an incumbent 
Democrat. In 1967, she started publishing 
a newsletter entitled The Phyllis Schlafly 
Report. She provided audio commentaries 
to Chicago’s WBBM from 1973 to 1975, 
to CBS Morning News for two years, and 
then to CNN from 1980 to 1983. By 1989, 
she had begun hosting a weekly radio talk 
show known as Eagle Forum Live. 


Success in the Fight 
Against the Equal Rights Amendment 
In 1972, Schlafly devoted much of her 
attention to blocking the addition of the 
Equal Rights Amendment to the US. 
Constitution. Originally unconcerned 
about the ERA, she studied it at the re- 
quest of a friend and discovered it to be 
a real danger to the nation and a serious 
denigration of the rightful place women 
have enjoyed in our country. The House 
of Representatives had already approved a 
resolution supporting the amendment, and 
the Senate was expected to do likewise. 
Something had to be done to block rati- 
fication by the required three-fourths of 
the states. So Phyllis launched the STOP 
ERA movement, with STOP actually an 
acronym for “Stop Taking Our Privileg- 
es.” Years later, the venture became the 
Schlafly-led Eagle Forum. 

JBS founder Robert Welch paid Schlafly 
a high compliment in the February 1973 
edition of The John Birch Society’s month- 
ly Bulletin to members when he wrote: 


We must confess to having made a 
mistake.... We grossly underrated the 
capacity of the American people for 
responding to hokum. The so-called 
Equal Rights Amendment seemed to 
us so obviously a combination of cruel 
joke and criminal idiocy that we re- 
fused for a whole year even to pay any 
attention to it. We did not see how it 
could be taken seriously by anybody, 
except possibly a very few old female 
battleaxes.... But we were wrong. 
Fortunately, there were others who 
saw earlier that there was real danger 
here. Especially have Mrs. Phyllis 
Schlafly, as head of an organization 
called Stop E.R.A., and Mrs. Jaquie 
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Davison, founder of one called Hap- 
piness of Womanhood ... done a 
superb job of rallying opposition, 
mostly by women. 


Spurred on by what Welch had stated 
about the need to block passage of the 
ERA, members of The John Birch Soci- 
ety pitched in with their energy, financial 
means, and talent to join with Schlafly in 
the long but successful fight against further 
state ratifications. One of the first weapons 
in that fight was a November 1972 article 
published by the Society’s affiliated Ameri- 
can Opinion magazine. Authored by Con- 
gressman John Schmitz (R-Calif.), a proud 
member of the Society, “Look Out! They’re 
Trying to Draft Your Daughter” became an 
extremely helpful weapon in alerting many 
Americans to the subversive goals of the 
amendment. It was only the first of many 
anti-ERA articles published and reprinted 
by the Society’s magazines, and each new 
item gained wide dissemination. 

Working side-by-side, STOP ERA 
groups and JBS members across the nation 
distributed literature, presented speakers, 
and informed legislators at the state level 
about the need for them either to block 
state ratification or rescind previous calls 
for a convention. Showing their humor, 
along with an obvious determination, 
some Utah members formed HOT DOG 
(an acronym for their local effort, Hu- 
manitarians Opposed To Degrading Our 
Girls). These opponents of the ERA dis- 
tributed many thousands of the reprinted 
Schmitz article, followed by similar dis- 
tributions of numerous anti-ERA tracts. 
Oklahoma State Senator Mary Helm and 
retired U.S. Army Brigadier General An- 
drew Gatsis, both JBS members, toured 
the nation spreading the anti-ERA mes- 
sage. And Phyllis spoke at a variety of 
forums and appeared on numerous radio 
and television interviews while submitting 
to countless press interviews. 

As its opponents rightly charged, the 
ERA certainly did threaten to open the 
door for drafting women: Registering for 
a possible draft was required during those 
years. The proposed amendment would 
have opened the door for federal govern- 
ment regulation and social engineering 
of vast areas of American life, including 
mandated gender quotas in the work force, 
military, and education.Women’s liberation 
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forces did all they could to save the ERA. 
Schlafly’s opponents from the National Or- 
ganization for Women (NOW) labeled her a 
hypocrite who frequently left her husband 
and children to campaign against the ERA. 
Betty Friedan called her “Aunt Tom.” Glo- 
ria Steinem and a succession of NOW lead- 
ers insisted that Schlafly’s efforts against 
their pet project, done while she was 
claiming to be devoted to her husband and 
family, was a gross contradiction. NOW 
President Karen DeCrow debated Phyl- 
lis on several occasions where she would 
sarcastically declare, “If I had a daughter, 
I would like her to be a housewife just like 
Phyllis Schlafly.” But Phyllis frequently 
responded to such personal attacks with: “I 
want to thank my husband, Fred, for letting 
me come here.” Explaining her statement 
later, she said, “I like to say that because 
I know it irritates women’s libbers more 
than anything else.” In the later years of 
the 1970s, Phyllis even found time to enter 
law school at Washington University. She 
speedily earned her law degree and passed 
the bar exam but never practiced law. She 
wanted the knowledge that law school 
provided so she could more capably fight 
against the ERA. 

Still the ERA amendment seemed well 
on its way to gaining the needed 38 state 
approvals for ratification. Only several 
more state ratifications were needed 
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before the March 22, 1979 deadline set 
by Congress. But the combination of 
Schlafly-led STOP ERA groups and John 
Birch Society members not only stopped 
further ratifications, their dogged deter- 
mination and solid information led five 
state legislatures to withdraw previous 
ratifications. When Congress took the 
unusual step of extending the ratifica- 
tion deadline by more than three years 
(to June 30, 1982), the anti-ERA parti- 
sans breathed a sigh of relief but con- 
tinued their efforts. No more state legis- 
latures ever ratified the amendment. In 
1982, the fight was over and the ERA 
was dead. 

Basking in victory, Phyllis staged a joy- 
ous burial party for the amendment at Wash- 
ington’s Shoreham Hotel. She told report- 
ers that our nation could now “enter a new 
era of harmony between men and women.” 
Ever since then, numerous commentators 
have credited Schlafly with a single-handed 
victory against the ERA. Most U.S. media 
repeated that assessment as an indisputable 
fact. But Britain’s Guardian newspaper, 
while giving Phyllis proper credit, added: 
“Although she did not quite defeat the ERA 
‘single-handedly,’ as many liked to claim, 
defeated it was.” Phyllis herself would oc- 
casionally explain that success had been 
achieved by the work of her group — and 
the efforts of others. 
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More than a fashion statement: As the delegates to the 1992 Republican convention gathered in 
Houston, Phyllis and dozens of supporters presented boxloads of petitions urging the GOP Platform 
Committee to re-adopt the strong anti-abortion plank the party had written in 1984 and 1988. 
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Phyllis’ Sutsy endorsement of Trump on March 

11, 2016 at a point when the race for the GOP 
nomination was still undecided makes sense when it 
is understood that she viewed Trump as an outsider 
battling the establishment insiders. 


Early Activity Consistent 

With Eventual Support of Trump 

Robert Welch’s February 1973 mention of 
Phyllis was not the first time JBS members 
were told of her excellent work. Earlier, 
when the society was still in its infancy and 
Phyllis had not emerged as a national figure, 
Robert Welch called attention to one of her 
letters that appeared in the January 2, 1960 
issue of National Review. Promoting the 
value of loyalty oaths, she roundly chided 
National Review Editor William Buckley 
because of his claim that loyalty oaths were 
meaningless because they “tend to be of 
little practical value [because] subversives 
tend not to hesitate to swear falsely.” In her 
letter, Phyllis pointed out that communists 
Alger Hiss and William Remington had 
been convicted of perjury for lying about 
their membership in the Communist Party. 
Each went to prison after being tried and 


convicted. Phyllis insisted that loyalty oaths 
were not only needed, they were very useful 
in dealing with traitors who were also liars. 

With her letter, Phyllis had actually 
shone an early light on what would soon 
become a far more obvious split between 
paleoconservatives (those holding tradi- 
tional conservative views) and neoconser- 
vatives (those advocating a new or modern- 
ized stance that clashed with tradition). She 
didn’t use these terms in the letter she wrote 
to Buckley, but the difference between their 
competing points of view constituted an 
early “paleo” versus “neo” clash. Over the 
years, Buckley would become a leading 
promoter of neoconservative views, a topic 
explained at some length in this writer’s 
2002 book William F. Buckley, Jr.: Pied 
Piper for the Establishment. (Available 
through ShopJBS.org.) 

In 1962, she decided that Bill Buckley 


Taking bold positions to the end: At one of the last of her hundreds of public appearances, the 
great crusader for conservative causes endorsed Donald Trump for president at a March 2016 
Trump rally in St. Louis. Her outspoken choice of the New York businessman created controversy 
within the Eagle Forum organization she had founded and led for decades. 
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and his magazine were no longer worthy 
of her support. On February 8, she sent a 
letter to Buckley that started with a list- 
ing of her many relationships with him 
and National Review. She pointed to hav- 
ing been a charter subscriber, contributor, 
promoter, and more. Then she added: “I 
now ask you to cancel my subscription and 
send the refund to either Robert Welch or 
Pope John XXIII.” U.S News & World Re- 
ports Nicole Hemmer commented about 
this stinging rebuke in her article about 
Schlafly’s passing: 


Neither Welch nor His Holiness got 
the refund, at least not from Buckley. 
But the cancellation was not about 
money; it was about taking a stand. 
National Review had just come out 
against Welch, the founder of the 
John Birch Society, which Schlafly 
saw as a crucial organization in the 
fight against communism. She could 
see the fissures developing between 
an emerging mainstream conservative 
movement and a populist grassroots 
one, and she was planting her flag 
with the populists. In doing so, she 
helped groom a part of the American 
right that would one day coalesce its 
support behind Donald Trump. 


Phyllis’ gutsy endorsement of Trump on 
March 11, 2016 at a point when the race for 
the GOP nomination was still undecided 
makes sense when it is understood that she 
viewed Trump as an outsider battling the 
establishment insiders, and was once again 
siding with the outsiders who supported 
America first and opposed the whole glo- 
balist agenda. Her decisive break with 
Buckley in 1962, her attack aimed at the 
GOP’s “kingmakers” in 1964’s 4 Choice 
Not an Echo, and her refusal to give in 
to the Rockefeller skullduggery that kept 
her from achieving what she had earned 
as the president of the National Federation 
of Republican Women amounted to her 
payback to the liberals and international- 
ists who had dominated the Republican 
Party for decades. She then chose to back 
Trump, knowing that some of her closest 
confreres in Eagle Forum and elsewhere 
didn’t agree with her choice. In typical 
Schlafly demeanor, she told the throng at 
the St. Louis Trump rally when she an- 
nounced her endorsement: 
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A proper send-off: Just prior to the start of the funeral mass for Phyllis at the Cathedral Basilica 
in St. Louis on September 10, 2016, her sons John and Andrew introduced Donald Trump for a 
brief salute to “the first lady of the conservative movement.” 


I know who you came to see, so I’Il 
be quick. I think he has the courage 
and the energy — you know you 
have to have energy for that job — 
in order to bring about some changes 
— to do what the grass roots want 
him to do because this is a grass- 
roots uprising. We’ve been follow- 
ing the losers for so long — now 
we’ve got a guy who’s going to lead 
us to victory. 


Opposing Much More Than the ERA 
Opposing passage of the ERA was certain- 
ly not Schlafly’s only issue. As far back as 
1962, she stimulated numerous Americans 
to protest the Supreme Court’s banning of 
prayer in public schools. When the high 
court issued its infamous 1973 Roe v. Wade 
decision, opening the floodgates for abor- 
tion, she called the ruling “the worst deci- 
sion in the history of the Supreme Court” 
and began fighting to protect life in the 
womb. She was outraged about the sex-ed- 
ucation courses being given to youngsters 
in schools and wrote a book condemning 
it because she found it to be “a principal 
cause of teenage pregnancy.” 

Even while crusading against the ERA, 
Phyllis turned some of her attention to- 
ward maintaining America’s military 
strength. In 1964, she issued a paperback 
entitled The Gravediggers to warn against 
participation with the Soviet Union in 
disarmament programs. With Admiral 
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Chester Ward as her co-author of 1975’s 
Kissinger on the Couch, she accused 
Henry Kissinger of planning to weaken 
America’s military. 

Some of her other works included Child 
Abuse in the Classroom (1984), The Su- 
premacists: Tyranny of the Judges (2004), 
and No Higher Power: Obama’s War on 
Religious Freedom (2012). Her latest 
book, issued almost simultaneously with 
her death and written with Ed Martin and 
Brett M. Decker, carries the title The Con- 
servative Case for Trump. 

In 2005, when the G.W. Bush adminis- 
tration announced plans to form a North 
American Union that would effectively 
cancel U.S. sovereignty and spur move- 
ment toward world government, Conser- 
vative Caucus leader Howard Phillips and 
this writer launched plans over a luncheon 
meeting to form the “Coalition to Block 
the North American Union.” The five lead- 
ers of its steering committee immediately 
included the two founders named previ- 
ously, American Policy Center leader Tom 
DeWeese, prolific author Jerome Corsi, 
and the ever-willing 
champion of U.S. in- 
dependence Phyllis 
Schlafly. Movement 
toward joining Can- 
ada with the United 
States and Mexico, 
an important project 
emanating from the 
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Council on Foreign Relations, moved from 
the internationalists’ front burner to a closet 
in their back room. 

On the 50th anniversary of the founding 
of the United Nations in 1995, Schlafly 
urged that Americans should consider the 
date a “cause for mourning, not celebra- 
tion.” In more recent years, she registered 
her opposition to illegal immigration, 
same-sex “marriage,” endless wars, na- 
tional indebtedness, and the Obama ad- 
ministration’s campaign to entangle the 
United States in sovereignty-compromis- 
ing trade pacts such as the Trans-Pacific 
Partnership and the Trans-Atlantic Trade 
and Investment Partnership. 

In 2011, after a brief visit with Phyl- 
lis at a conservative convention in the 
nation’s capital, college student and JBS 
member Christian Gomez received a 
warm thank-you letter from the “grand 
lady of the conservative movement.” She 
thanked young Gomez for the information 
he had sent her opposing the creation of 
a constitutional convention. Calling that 
plan a “very stupid idea,” she noted, “The 
JBS has always been on the right side of 
this issue.” Her letter also thanked Gomez 
“for the book on Buckley” he had given 
her and added, “I read it and appreciate 
John [McManus] writing some things that 
needed to be said.” 

At the September 10, 2016 funeral for 
this exemplary American, the Schlafly 
family welcomed Donald Trump at the 
Cathedral Basilica of Saint Louis where 
her Requiem Mass would be offered. Be- 
fore the solemn liturgy began, one of Phyl- 
lis’ sons gave Trump the microphone and, 
in his brief remarks, the Republican candi- 
date for president stated: “Her legacy will 
live on every time some underdog, out- 
matched and outgunned, defies the odds 
and delivers a win for the people.” 

Phyllis Schlafly was indeed a champion 
for “the people” and a formidable oppo- 
nent of the “kingmakers” she so capably 
targeted. R.L.P. 
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EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW 


With Huey P. Newton Gun Club Leader 


The murder of five Dallas-area policemen in July by Micah Johnson led police to 
investigate black nationalist groups. We interview the leader of one such group. 


by Christian Gomez 


cross the country, as race riots and 
Aves ensue under the banners 

of “Black Lives Matter” and “Stop 
Police Brutality,” local police departments 
have been the subject of much criticism and 
pressure, both from below on the streets 
and above from the Obama administration 
and the Justice Department. Following the 
tragic fatal shootings of four Dallas Police 
Department officers and one DART (Dallas 
Area Rapid Transit) police officer by Micah 
X. Johnson, much attention was placed on 
militant Black Nationalist organizations, 
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General Babu Omowale, seen 

here leading a public open-carry 
demonstration in Houston, Texas, 
in 2015, is the national defense 
minister for the People’s New Black 
Panther Party and the co-founder 
of the Huey P. Newton Gun Club, 
named after the founder of the 
original Black Panther Party. 


such as the New Black Panther Party and 
the Huey P. Newton Gun Club, for their 
alleged connection to Johnson. In an ex- 
clusive over-the-phone interview with THE 
New AMERICAN, General Babu Omowale, 
the co-founder of the Huey P. Newton Gun 
Club and the national defense minister for 
the People’s New Black Panther Party, 
discussed the gun club, his open admira- 
tion for communist Chinese revolutionary 
Mao Tse-tung, plans for the creation of a 
sovereign independent black nation within 
the United States with the expected support 
from China and Cuba, and his thoughts on 
Micah Johnson. 


THE NEW AMERICAN: What is the differ- 
ence or relationship between the Huey P. 
Newton Gun Club and the People’s New 
Black Panther Party? 


Babu Omowale: The Huey P. Newton 
Gun Club is made up of multiple organi- 
zations. It was founded with at least four 
organizations at the time of its concep- 
tion. Those organizations would include 
the People’s New Black Panther Party, a 
local militia called Guerrilla Mainframe, 
also another local militia called African 
Angels, and the fourth organization being 
the Black Militia Nation. So ... it is made 
up of multiple organizations, whereas the 
People’s New Black Panther Party is just 
one singular organization. 


TNA: Why did you and those who found- 
ed the gun club choose to name it after 
Huey P. Newton? 


Omowale: We choose Huey P. Newton 
specifically because he was the founder 
of the original Black Panther Party. If you 
go to the original 10-point platform of the 
party, point number seven says that we 
want an end to police brutality and ter- 
rorism in the black community. This is 
the one statement that all of the organi- 
zations that founded the Huey P. Newton 
Gun Club have in common. So we rallied 
around this specific point, this specific 
ideology, in creating the format for the gun 
club itself. And Huey P. Newton was also 
about self-defense, and that’s what ideol- 
ogy and belief that all of these organiza- 
tions that I named have in common. 


TNA: Does the Huey P. Newton Gun Club 
or the Peoples New Black Panther Party 
work with or in some way coordinate events 
with Black Lives Matter, or Bob Avakians 
Revolutionary Communist Party USA, or 
Louis Farrakhan ’s Nation of Islam? 
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Victims: Dallas Police Department honor guards pass by photos of the five slain police officers at a 
memorial service held at the Morton H. Meyerson Symphony Center in Dallas, on July 12, 2016. 


Omowale: The whole foundation and 
basis of the gun club is to be able to work 
with other organizations. That’s why the 
gun club is made up of multiple organiza- 
tions. We’ve never sat down and structured 
anything with these organizations that you 
mentioned, but we have done some collec- 
tive work with N.O.I. [Nation of Islam] 
here in Dallas concerning issues of what 
we deem as white supremacists trying to 
do protests at their mosque.... We have 
done the collective work in self-defense 
against another organization called BAIR, 
the Bureau of American Islamic Relations. 
It’s a white supremacist group based out of 
Garland, Texas, that wanted to come and 
protest in front of the mosque to protest 
against Muslims. So we have done some 
collective work, and we’re willing to work 
with anybody who is for a righteous cause 
and who is making an attempt to liberate 
our people mentally from bondage. 


TNA: At a lot of the rallies and demon- 
strations throughout the United States you 
see flyers that say “Black Lives Matter,” 


“Stop Police Brutality,” and on the bottom 
of many of those signs you see the web ad- 
dress “RevCom.us,”’ which is the website 
for the Revolutionary Communist Party 
led by Bob Avakian. Do you in any way 
work, coordinate, or talk with them? 


Omowale: I can’t say specifically that we 
have. They have not reached out to me, 
and for us to be able to work together in 
some aspect, I would have to at least get a 
note or something saying that they wanted 
to work together. At this time they have 
not reached out to us, but we’re willing 
to work with anybody, again, who is for a 
righteous cause here in the United States 
and that’s regardless of their skin color or 
their ethnic background, just as long as 
they are for a righteous cause. But again, 
they have not reached out to the Huey P. 
Newton Gun Club at this point. 


TNA: Do you encourage members and 
those affiliated with the Huey P. Newton 
Gun Club to read the writings or works of 
Huey P. Newton? 


“What we believe is that we can have our own nation 
within a nation. We believe that we don't have to fire 
one shot to bring this into accomplishment. All we 
have to do is basically start a migration back to the 


South.” — Babu Omowale 
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Omowale: Yes we do, yes we do. One 
of the books that is on our reading list is 
Revolutionary Suicide written by Huey P. 
Newton, and it basically gives what we 
call the revolutionary idea of what they 
will be dealing with as far as the govern- 
ment is concerned and the counter-intelli- 
gence program. So we do encourage read- 
ing material from Brother Huey P. Newton 
as well as Brother Robert F. Williams who 
wrote the book Negroes With Guns. So we 
do have reading material that we request 
our membership to go through. 


TNA: In a few excerpts from Newton's 
book Revolutionary Suicide, he speaks 
very highly of other revolutionary lead- 
ers from his time period such as Che 
Guevara and Mao Tse-tung in China. 
Do you share Newton’ admiration for 
those historical figures in any way? Do 
you view Che and Mao as role models or 
inspiration for the type of revolutionary 
leader that the black community needs 
here in America? 


Omowale: Of course, we follow this lit- 
erature. We follow Mao Tse-tung. We 
follow some of these revolutionary lead- 
ers, but we understand that the times that 
they were going through their revolution- 
ary process and the times now are abso- 
lutely different. We encourage all of our 
membership to research these individuals 
and find out what their struggles were so 
in case we have to deal with some of the 
same things in this day and time. But yes, 
we do encourage people to familiarize 
themselves with Chairman Mao and Che 
Guevara because basically what these men 
were doing [was] they were trying to liber- 
ate their own people from oppression, and 
we stand by those ethics. 


TNA: Do either you General Omowale, the 
Huey P. Newton Gun Club, or the People’s 
New Black Panther Party advocate for the 
specific self-determination of whats called 
the “Black Belt” in order for those states to 
become a new sovereign country? 


Omowale: Yes, we do advocate that peo- 
ple start purchasing land in Louisiana, 
Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia, and South 
Carolina. And what we believe is that we 
can have our own nation within a nation. 
We believe that we don’t have to fire one 
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shot to bring this into accomplishment. All 
we have to do is basically start a migra- 
tion back to the South. As you know, if 40 
million black people move in, 40 million 
white people will move out willingly. And 
with that being said, we will control the 
economics, we will control the education, 
and we will control the politics of these 
states, which will give us what we call our 
own nation within a nation, here in the 
United States. We would also get support 
from African countries, as well as China, 
and countries throughout the world as far 
as economics. 


TNA: How do you know specifically that 
China would help you out, or are you hop- 
ing China would be one of the countries 
that would help you out? 


Omowale: We always have seen China as 
a supporter of what blacks here in Amer- 
ica go through. Some of our leaders have 


\ 


been exiled from the original Black Pan- 
ther Party, and they had to live in China. 
They were supported by the Chinese gov- 
ernment. So we believe that China would 
be right on time with having trade with 
a sovereign black nation, and it’s also 
economically a good thing for China as 
well. We’re not just asking them for their 
support without them getting anything in 
return. It would be an economic stimula- 
tion as well to do trade with a sovereign 
black nation. 


TNA: How do you view Vladimir Putin? 
Would you or a sovereign black nation 
look to Putin and Russia as a potential ally 
similar to China and many of the other 
countries in Africa? 


Omowale: As far as trade, [but] we also 
see Putin as a tyrant as well. Just because 


he’s in another country, he’s still a dicta- 
tor. Putin has been the president of Rus- 
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Indoctrinated: Members of the Huey P. Newton Gun Club are encouraged to study and read the 
writings of original Black Panther Party founder Huey P. Newton, seen above on the right standing 
next to Black Panther national chairman Bobby Seale. 


www. TheNewAmerican.com 


AP Images 


sia for well over two decades. We believe 
when people are in power this long that 
absolute power breeds absolute corrup- 
tion. So we’re going to have to be very 
well versed and very well educated before 
we decide with who we would deal with as 
far as commerce is concerned. So I can’t 
give you a thumbs up for Putin nor can I 
give you a thumbs down, because we’ve 
really not thought about with dealing with 
Russia as a whole in a political form or as 
a sovereign black nation. We have to get to 
that point we have the sovereign black na- 
tion established before we can start trying 
to figure out which leaders we’re going 
to deal with and which leaders we’re not 
going to deal with, but we’re not going to 
deal with anybody who is a dictator and 
who is a tyrant. We’re not saying these 
things about Putin, because we just don’t 
have a complete picture. What we’re say- 
ing [is] we’re not going to deal with any 
dictatorships, and we’re not going to deal 
with anybody we deem is a tyrant when it 
comes to the people. 


TNA: Would you consider the Castro fam- 
ily to be tyrants, or are they not tyrants 
in Cuba? They’ve been in power longer 
than Putin. 


Omowale: We’ve had a long history with 
the Castros taking in Black Panther mem- 
bers who are or have been exiled from the 
United States. We have a dear beautiful 
sister who is in Cuba now exiled from the 
United States: Assata Shakur. And Cuba 
has kept her safe. They have not made 
any arrangements to return her to Amer- 
ica. So we have to look at these people 
as individuals. We understand that Castro 
fought against a tyrannical government 
himself to bring himself to power. So we 
would have to go back and examine ev- 
eryone’s individual record. But right now, 
we would have to say yes we would have 
an open relationship with Fidel Castro and 
his Cuban regime. 


TNA: You previously mentioned that if 40 
million black people start moving to those 
states that 40 million white people would 
willingly leave, but what if there were some 
white people who didn t want to leave and 
instead chose to stay there, would that still 
be acceptable if there were some white 
people living in the black nation? 
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INTERVIEW 


“We do encourage people to familiarize themselves 
with Chairman Mao and Che Guevara because 


basically what these men were doing (was) they were 
trying to liberate their own people from oppression.” 


— Babu Omowale 


Omowale: Of course, it would be accept- 
able. And you have to understand that 
some of these people have been rooted 
in these states going back generations. 
So if someone white wanted to stay in 
these states, we would not force them out 
but what would change is their education 
system would change, their economics 
would change, their political power would 
change, because these would collectively 
come under control of the black nation. 
But we’re not saying that we want to force 
anybody out of their homes. Their demo- 
graphics would change [and] their neigh- 
bors would change. 


TNA: Regarding the fatal shootings of 
five police officers in Dallas, Texas, by 
Micah Johnson, does the Huey P. Newton 
Gun Club in any way condone or support 
those shootings? 


Omowale: I can’t say that we support it. 
I can’t say that we condone it, but what I 
can say unequivocally is that we under- 
stand why it happened. And we believe 
this belief is not just the belief of the 
Huey P. Newton Gun Club or the People’s 
New Black Panther Party, but we believe 
that people throughout the country un- 
derstand why these shootings took place 
regardless of your ethnic background — 
black, white, brown, red. I think people 
have a complete understanding of why 
these shootings took place. You have 
black men, women, and children, and 
when I say children I am talking about 
Tamir Rice who was 12 years old, who 
are being murdered around the country 
by our police departments, and there are 
no repercussions for these shootings. 
These police are not even going to trial. 
When a man reaches a certain point, a 
man is going to snap, and he is going to 
deem what he sees as self-defense. We 
believe that these men reach these cer- 
tain pinnacles in their lives where they 
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just cannot bear to see another black man, 
woman, or child being murdered, and 
they made individual decisions to bring 
these murders to attention by not only 
sacrificing the lives of the police officers 
but sacrificing the lives of themselves as 
well. So again, we don’t condone it, but 
we understand why it took place. I be- 
lieve every man and woman in America 
understands why it took place. 


TNA: On Micah Johnsons Facebook ac- 
count he “liked” or belonged to groups 
such as the Huey P. Newton Gun Club. 
How would you respond to those who 
would cite this as proof that he was linked 
to your organization? 


Omowale: We have over 18,000 people 
who have “liked” the Huey P. Newton 
Gun Club page. So just because some- 
body pushes a “like” button on social 
media does not mean that they are a part 


of our organization. We have an appli- 
cation process, and Micah never went 
through that process. We have multiple 
races of people that have pushed the 
“like” button on the social media page, 
so that doesn’t necessarily put him into 
affiliation or contact with the Huey P. 
Newton Gun Club. We think that it’s ba- 
sically hilarious to the point of ludicrous 
for people to try to associate him with 
the gun club because he pushed a damn 
“like” button. He pushed the “like” but- 
ton on a lot of black power organizations 
on his social media site, but that doesn’t 
directly say that he was part of those or- 
ganizations as well. 


TNA: Would you say that Micah John- 
son's death makes him a martyr for the 
cause of trying to push back against “po- 
lice brutality”? 


Omowale: Right, I’m going to have to an- 
swer that question and say yes. Micah is 
going to be a martyr in the minds of some 
black people. There are some people who 
have made a martyr out of Christopher 
Dorner, who was the ex-Los Angeles Police 
cop who decided to turn against his organiza- 
tion, the police department in Los Angeles, 
California, and killed police. And he did it in 
the name of liberation of his people because 
he saw injustices. There are some revolu- 


Mimicking mass murderers: Members of the Huey P. Newton Gun Club are encouraged to 


familiarize themselves with communist revolutionaries Che Guevara (left) and Mao Tse-tung (right) 
and learn how to fight “oppression.” Both of those men murdered indiscriminately to build fear. 
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Reassuring or intimidating? Babu Omowale (second from left), along with members of the 
Huey P. Newton Gun Club and the People’s New Black Panther Party, poses during a public 


open-carry demonstration. 


tionary people out there who will agree with 
the acts of Chris Dorner or would agree with 
the acts of Micah Johnson and the shooter 
of Baton Rouge, Louisiana. There are some 
people who believe that is timeout for turn- 
ing the other cheek, and you have to meet 
violence with violence, violence begat vio- 
lence. So, yes he is going to be martyred by 
some people in the country most definitely. 


TNA: Would you consider him a martyr or 
hero for yourself? 


Omowale: I see him as a brother. There’s 
not a whole lot people that I consider he- 
roes but I do see him as a brother. 


TNA: You've said that Micah Johnson 
was not a member of the Huey P. New- 
ton Gun Club insomuch that he did not 
go through the normal membership pro- 
cedures of filing any paperwork, but were 
any of his relatives, or anyone else that he 
was close to, a member of the gun club? 


Omowale: Again, just to make it a public 
statement. We really didn’t know Micah 
Johnson and who he was until after he did 
what he did. The only interaction that we, 
the Huey P. Newton Gun Club, had with 
Micah, I would give you an example of 
going to the grocery store and you saw the 
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same person at the grocery store five or 
six times, you would be able to say, “Well, 
this person lives somewhere close around 
here, he’s part of this community.” This 
is the only interaction that we had with 
Micah. Me, personally, I’ve seen his face 
at a few events, such as the Malcolm X 
festival, the Kwanzaa festival, and things 
of that nature. Most of these were social 
events. They were not events held by the 
Panthers or held by the Huey P. Newton 
Gun Club. These were mostly just black 
social events. And again, I only knew him 
through facial recognition. We’ve never 
sat down or had a conversation together. 


TNA: Looking around on your personal 
Facebook account, you have a lot of con- 
tent that you make public for other people 
to see, and among your “likes” was a 
page dedicated to Micah Johnson. What 
would you say to someone who would look 
at that and say that you support him or 
that you’re condoning him or his actions 
by “liking” his Facebook page? 


Omowale: Well, the only thing that I 
could say to that is that is my personal 
opinion, and all I did was push a “like” 
button on Facebook. I didn’t make any 
statements supporting Micah. I didn’t 
make any statements condoning Micah. 
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All I did, again, was push a “like” but- 
ton on social media that so many people 
around the country do — millions of peo- 
ple around the country. I don’t hear a lot 
of these questions when it comes to peo- 
ple who are pressing the “like” button on 
the KKK, pushing the “like” button on the 
Nazi movement. See how these white su- 
premacist groups that far outnumber the 
Black Nationalists in this country and we 
don’t hear a lot of these questions when 
it’s being asked of what we deem is the 
white supremacist organizations. There 
are probably only a few thousand Black 
Nationalist movements here in the coun- 
try, but there are thousands of thousands 
and thousands of what we deem as white 
supremacist Aryan Nation skinheads, but 
we don’t see the same attention to detail 
being [given] to these particular groups. 
So again, to try to answer your question 
again, just because I may have “liked” 
a certain post or “liked” a certain image 
that does not say into detail of where my 
heart is or what my concerns may be. 
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While Houston shooter Micah Johnson 
may not have been an official card-carry- 
ing member of the Huey P. Newton Gun 
Club, it is clear that Johnson was at the 
very least influenced by many of the same 
militant, anti-capitalist, and Black Nation- 
alist sentiments espoused by the People’s 
New Black Panther Party and Huey P. 
Newton Gun Club. One can expect to see 
and hear more of the Huey P. Newton Gun 
Club as further tensions and violence rise 
against local police and law enforcement 
in response to perceived instances of al- 
leged police brutality. 

Both the People’s New Black Panther 
Party and the Huey P. Newton Gun Club 
are outgrowths of the militant commu- 
nist Black Nationalist domestic terrorist 
organizations in the United States from 
the 1960s and ’70s. The resurgence of 
such groups underscores the continued 
threat of militant communist ideology 
and the need to reorganize the House 
and Senate internal security subcommit- 
tees, the Attorney General’s Subversives 
List, the Subversive Activities Control 
Board, the counterintelligence units of 
the armed forces, and the intelligence 
units of most state and municipal police 
organizations. Ml 
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Making Doctors Kill 


The Tyranny of State-enforced Euthanasia 


Proponents of euthanasia have longed claimed that it is 
ridiculous to assume that allowing limited euthanasia will 
lead to a slippery slope, but recent events show otherwise. 


by Dr. Duke Pesta 


he Greek physician Hippocrates 

of Kos (c. 460-370 B.C.) is known 
today as the Father of Western med- 

icine. His own writings and teachings — 
shrouded in the mists of history — can be 
synthesized in the subsequent research and 
practices of the Hippocratic School, which 
revolutionized and professionalized the 
study of medicine in ancient Greece, chart- 
ing a course that doctors have followed for 
more than 2,000 years. In the Hippocratic 
Corpus — a collection of 70 or so medi- 
cal works collected or collated in Alex- 
andria in the 3rd century B.C. — can be 
found the Hippocratic Oath, a vow made 
to the gods to observe ethical standards 
in the pursuit and application of medical 
science. Modernized versions of the oath, 
stripped of religious sentiment, are still 
adhered to by medical practitioners across 
the globe. And though the phrase “first do 
no harm” does not always appear as such 
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in modern versions of the oath, injunctions 
for doctors to “reject harm or mischief,” 
or to “not harm the patient” have always 
been part of the Hippocratic mandate. The 
first obligation of the physician is to cause 
no unnecessary damage or suffering. Yet 
some doctors now cause lethal damage to 
end suffering — viewing their actions as 
“mercy killing.” 

“Euthanasia” is also a Greek word, 
meaning “good death.” In its ancient 
contexts, the word meant simply dying 
peacefully, as in its earliest recorded use, 
in Suetonius’ biography of Augustus, 
where the emperor died serenely, achiev- 
ing the “euthanasia” he desired. In the 
17th century, Francis Bacon became the 
first philosopher to use the term in a medi- 
cal context, suggesting the responsibility 
of physicians to relieve physical suffering 
as much as possible during the process of 
death. Today “euthanasia” has come to 
take on many meanings and associations, 
from the cultural and theological to the 


Oath makers, not life takers: The first rule of 
medicine for over 2,500 years: Do no harm. 


philosophical and juridical. Legislatively 
and politically, especially across the West- 
ern world, the word has come to mean the 
deliberate cessation of a human life by a 
physician at the request of his or her pa- 
tient. For the past decade, euthanasia has 
been among the most researched topics in 
modern bioethics, with most studies call- 
ing for greater freedom for patients to re- 
quest and doctors to practice euthanasia. 
Ominously, the debate over euthanasia is 
increasingly divorced from moral consid- 
erations and coopted by legislatures and 
governmental committees, paving the 
way for a new type of tyranny that strips 
away the rights of individual conscience 
in the pursuit of death on demand. Doc- 
tors, pharmacists, and institutions are now 
increasingly being forced against their 
will to help kill people. The results of this 
legislative overreach carry staggering con- 
sequences for liberty, individualism, and 
self-determination. 


Oh, Canada! How the Right to Die 
Became a Mandate to Kill 
In Canada prior to 2015, active euthanasia 
(intentionally killing a person to ease pain 
and suffering) was illegal, while passive 
euthanasia (removing or withholding life- 
sustaining support or nourishment) was 
both legal and common. In March 2014, 
Winnipeg Tory MP Steven Fletcher intro- 
duced two influential pieces of legislation. 
The first allows doctors to help patients 
end their lives in restricted circumstances. 
For instance, the individual must be of 
“sound mind,” and possessing “an illness, 
disability, or disease that causes physical 
or psychological suffering that is intolera- 
ble to that person and that cannot be allevi- 
ated by any medical treatment acceptable 
to that person.” The other bill, predictably, 
calls for the creation of a “commission” 
to monitor the system. Most remarkable is 
the first measure, which includes the pos- 
sibility of doctor-assisted suicide for non- 
life threatening psychological disorders 
that are deemed unbearable by the individ- 
ual. Equally eye-popping is the suggestion 
that doctor-assisted suicide is feasible for 
patients who reject medical treatments that 
they deem not “acceptable.” 

In June 2014, the National Assembly 
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of Quebec passed Bill 52 — the “Dying 
with Dignity” law — which enabled ter- 
minally ill patients to have medical as- 
sistance in dying. The bill was modeled 
after loosely defined, long-standing Eu- 
ropean laws that authorized physician- 
assisted suicide in a wide range of in- 
stances that went beyond the terminally 
ill. At the time, a 2014 poll found that 
84 percent of Canadians supported the 
idea that a doctor “should be able to help 
someone end their [sic] life if the person 
is a competent adult who is terminally ill, 
suffering unbearably and repeatedly asks 
for assistance to die.” Then, on Febru- 
ary 6, 2015, the Canadian Supreme Court 
unanimously overturned even the minor 
limits on doctor-assisted suicide that the 
National Assembly had built into the 
law — creating out of thin air the Char- 
ter right to death in the face of a very 
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Is one “right” more right? A presumption is made by those who favor doctor-assisted 


broad definition of illness — and ruling 
that the law should be amended to permit 
doctors to assist suicides in certain “situ- 
ations.” The rub came — as it always 
does — in trying to define, let alone 
legislate, those “situations” that allow 
physicians to participate in euthanizing 
their patients. As a safeguard, the gov- 
ernment tried to be more specific about 
when physician-assisted suicide might 
be allowed to occur, adding the idea that 
a patient’s death must be “foreseeable” to 
justify recourse to physician assistance. 
Thin gruel, as far as limitations go — in- 
deed all deaths are “foreseeable” in the 
sense that they are inevitable. But even 
such weak efforts at setting boundaries 
were too much for a Court of Appeals 
in Alberta, which struck down the pro- 
vision, voting 3-0 that a woman with a 
non-terminal disorder has a constitution- 


euthanasia that a patient’s right to die overrules a doctor’s right to not participate in killing. 
Doctors’ freedom of conscience in abstaining from harm should not be less than absolute. 
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al right to assistance in dying. Canada’s 
The Globe and Mail reported: 


The proposed new law ... was not 
directly at issue before the Alberta 
Court of Appeal. But its substance 
was very much before the court in 
the case of E.F., a 58-year-old with a 
diagnosis of “severe conversion dis- 
order” — formerly known as “hyste- 
ria” — which means she has severely 
disabling neurological problems with 
no physical explanation for them. 


In a similar case challenging the govern- 
ment’s position, Grace Pastine, a lawyer 
with the British Columbia Civil Liber- 
ties Association, denounced the law as 
“unconstitutional,” arguing that it “delib- 
erately excludes a class of people: those 
who are suffering with no immediate end 
in sight.... How can we now turn away and 
ignore their pleas?” 

According to the Alberta court’s ruling, 
the government’s position was out of step 
with the Supreme Court’s actual intent in 
establishing a constitutional right to an as- 
sisted death for mentally competent adults 
suffering from a “grievous and irremedi- 
able” condition. The decision — made 
possible by the Supreme Court’s own 
ill-conceived and hastily rendered verdict 
— now puts the government and its com- 
missions at odds with judges, the courts 
granting greater and greater latitude for 
doctors to euthanize their patients, even 
for non-terminal complaints. The Alberta 
decision asserts: 


As Canada fairly conceded, the lan- 
guage of the declaration itself is broad 
and rights based. Nowhere in the de- 
scriptive language is the right to phy- 
sician-assisted death expressly limited 
only to those who are terminally ill or 
near the end of life. Canada accepts 
that a dictionary definition of “griev- 
ous and irremediable” medical condi- 
tion could include conditions that are 
not life-threatening or terminal. 


Wesley Smith, a senior fellow at the Dis- 
covery Institute’s Center on Human Ex- 
ceptionalism and a contributor to National 
Review, sums up the consequences: “So, 
there you have it. Judges have decided 
that there is a ‘right’ to death on demand if 
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Edifice of stone: The Canadian Supreme Court legalized death on demand, despite the clear 
wording of Canada’s new euthanasia law that said that euthanasia was limited to those who were 


dying and suffering. 


one has a diagnosed condition the patient 
believes warrants her or his killing. Even 
weak political attempts to make the radical 
euthanasia license seem a bit limited are 
more than the culture of death, once un- 
leashed, can handle. Democratic processes 
be damned.” 

In very short order, the Pandora’s box 
that was the Supreme Court ruling un- 
leashed a rash of consequences, not all of 
them unintended. To call such arguments a 
slippery slope is surely an understatement, 
as evidenced by the avalanche of challeng- 
es, accommodations, and mandates that are 
undercutting restrictions on when and how 
Canadian doctors may assist patients in 
dying. As Smith puts it, “Assisted suicide 
advocates pretend it is about terminal ill- 
ness as a political expedience.... The need 
for euthanasia advocates’ deploying this 
tactic was obliterated in Canada when the 
Supreme Court conjured a right to be le- 
thally injected if one has a medically diag- 
nosed illness causing irremediable suffer- 
ing — as defined by the patient. That goes 
way beyond a terminal illness, perhaps to 
the mentally ill (as allowed in Belgium and 
the Netherlands). Now, euthanasia advo- 
cates, freed from having to persuade the 
public, have revealed their true goals, push- 
ing for the most radical and broad license to 
be killed in the world.” 

In Quebec — where the progressive 
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push to broaden right-to-die legislation 
in Canada is strongest — the province’s 
health minister is now compelling dis- 
senting physicians and medical personnel 
to participate in euthanasia, whether such 
procedures violate individual conscience 
or not. McGill University Health Centre 
has been forced to repeal its long-standing 
refusal to allow euthanasia within the con- 
fines of the palliative care clinic — even 
though euthanasia is permitted elsewhere 
in the Health Centre. Physicians and nurs- 
es devoted to alleviating suffering for the 
dying must now participate in euthanizing 
those patients, if called upon to do so. The 
Montreal Gazette reported the change in 
policy, as overseen by Health Minister 
Gaétan Barrette: 


“This morning, I met with Mr. (Nor- 
mand) Rinfret and he told me that as 
of this very moment, the policy has 
been repealed,” Barrette said, refer- 
ring to the MUHC’s executive direc- 
tor. “As we speak today, no patient 
can be transferred out of the palliative 
care unit at the MUHC, and medical 
aid in dying will be made available in 
the unit itself.” 


Dr. Manuel Borod, director of the Divi- 
sion of Supportive and Palliative Care 
Programs at the MUHC, argued that 


according to the World Health Organi- 
zation, palliative care “does not hasten 
death” and that MUHC’s policy of pro- 
hibiting euthanasia within the confines of 
the palliative care clinic “did not seem 
unreasonable when we were creating our 
policy that a patient on a palliative care 
unit within an institution could be trans- 
ferred to another room.” Barrette, who 
claims it is within his power to force the 
hospital to change policy, called the ban 
on euthanasia in the palliative care clinic 
“totally illegal” because hospital person- 
nel cannot decide which departments 
may offer medical aid to die. 

So eager is Minister Barrette to imple- 
ment physician-assisted suicide on de- 
mand that he waived the prescribed wait- 
ing period between requests to die and the 
administering of the lethal injection. CBC 
News explained: 


The federal assisted-dying law re- 
quires a 10-day delay between a 
patient’s request for doctor-assisted 
death and the administration of the 
procedure. Quebec’s law doesn’t 
stipulate a waiting period before 
a doctor-assisted death is adminis- 
tered, though patients have typically 
received the procedure within 48 to 
72 hours. “They changed the law by 
simply sending out a letter,” said [Vé- 
ronique] Hivon, who is among five 
candidates campaigning to become 
the new [Parti Québécois] leader. 


The imposition of waiting periods, offer- 
ing time for reflection and consultation, is 
designed to protect patients against abuse 
and inefficiency in seeking assisted sui- 
cide. Waiting periods also provide time 
to evaluate alternatives and make sure the 
process is transparent and necessary. In 
Barrette’s Quebec, the “right to die” su- 
persedes such oversight concerns, and the 
administration of lethal drugs becomes no 
different than any other routine procedure. 

In many ways, radical Quebec is the 
California of Canada — and what tran- 
spires there soon casts a shadow across 
the country (and perhaps the continent). 
Following Quebec’s lead, Ontario’s Col- 
lege of Physicians and Surgeons has re- 
quired all Ontario doctors to participate 
in euthanizing their patients, by exten- 
sion, if not by direct action. According 
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to their policy statement, “Medical As- 
sistance in Dying,” the college — which 
is Ontario’s official provincial medical 
organization — stipulates, “Where a 
physician declines to provide medical 
assistance in dying for reasons of con- 
science or religion, the physician must 
do so in a manner that respects patient 
dignity. Physicians must not impede ac- 
cess to medical assistance in dying, even 
if it conflicts with their conscience or 
religious beliefs.” (Emphasis added.) 
Further, when “a physician declines to 
provide medical assistance in dying for 
reasons of conscience or religion, the 
physician must not abandon the patient. 
An effective referral must be provided. 
An effective referral means a referral 


made in good faith, to a non-objecting, 
available, and accessible physician, nurse 
practitioner or agency. The referral must 
be made in a timely manner to allow the 
patient to access medical assistance in 
dying.” An “effective” referral, of course, 
is one that results in the patient’s speedy 
termination, even if — as we have seen 
— it is a non-terminal patient who must 
be referred. The irony that the referral 
must be made “in good faith” is clearly 
lost on technocrats who systematically 
seek to prohibit faith-based objections to 
euthanasia in any and all circumstances. 
To the surprise of no one, now that Can- 
ada has ceded the Charter right to die — no 
questions asked, no conscientious dissent 
allowed, and with virtually no discretion- 
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One-man suicide squad: In Quebec, Health Minister Gaétan Barrette decided on his own, without 
the benefit of a law being passed, that doctors and nurses had to participate in euthanizing 
patients, even when doctors elsewhere in a hospital were willing to do it. 
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ary period — other non-governmental 
and non-medical organizations are push- 
ing the envelope even further. According 
a Canadian Press report, the Canadian Bar 
Association is urging the federal govern- 
ment to “expand its restrictive new law on 
assisted dying, allowing mature minors, 
people suffering strictly from psychologi- 
cal illness and those diagnosed with com- 
petence-eroding conditions like dementia 
to get medical help to end their suffering.” 
And who exactly will get to decide what 
constitutes a “mature” minor? How can 
we be sure that people with dementia and 
diminished competence possess the ability 
to actually choose euthanasia? The answer, 
of course, is that government panels will 
end up making those decisions, regardless 
of the wishes of spouses, parents, or even 
physicians. 


EU-thanasia: 

Europe and the Culture of Death 

As suggested above, the swift move to- 
ward death on demand in Canada — and 
increasingly the United States — has its 
origins in Europe, especially Belgium, 
the Netherlands, and the Scandinavian 
nations. Belgium and the Netherlands 
in particular are expanding the reach 
of physician-assisted suicide under the 
broad ideological banner of social jus- 
tice, allowing, in some instances, psy- 
chiatric patients to end their lives with 
the assistance of a physician or even a 
mental health “expert.” In a recent study, 
researchers examined online case sum- 
maries posted before 2015 from Dutch 
euthanasia review committees, including 
66 summaries of psychiatric euthanasia 
occurring between 2011-2014. Reuters 
reports on the findings: “Overall, about 
a third of the people helped to end their 
lives were age 70 years or older, 44 per- 
cent were between ages 50 and 70 and 
about a quarter were 30 to 50 years old. 
Seventy percent were women.” Fifty- 
five percent of these physician-assisted 
suicides were diagnosed with depres- 
sion, with others experiencing such 
treatable conditions as post-traumatic 
stress disorder, anxiety, eating disor- 
ders, and even prolonged grief: “About 
a quarter of patients’ suicides were as- 
sisted by psychiatrists, and about one in 
five patients were treated by unfamiliar 
doctors — the majority from a mobile 
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assisted suicide clinic funded by a Dutch 
right to die organization.” 

Alarmingly, about 10 percent of these 
patients received no outside treatment or 
diagnoses from psychiatrists, and about 
25 percent of cases involved disagree- 
ment among various doctors treating the 
patients. According to an accompanying 
editorial from Dr. Paul Applebaum, this 
research raises “serious concerns about 
the implementation of physician-assisted 
dying for psychiatric patients.” Applebaum 
noted that more than half of these cases also 
possessed personality disorders, question- 
ing the “stability of the expressed desires 
to die.” And as Wesley Smith points out, 
the Netherlands “is following Belgium by 
conjoining euthanasia with organ harvest- 
ing, raising the prospect that the mentally 
ill will come to see their deaths as having 
greater value than their lives.” 

Further, the Dutch Medical Associa- 
tion (KNMG) is now urging members to 
assist “anyone” in committing suicide by 
starvation. Their document “Caring for 
People Who Choose Not to Eat or Drink 
so as to Hasten the End of Life” argues: 
“Consciously choosing not to eat and 
drink to hasten the end of life is a choice 
each and everyone can and may make for 
themselves. Consciously choosing not to 
eat and drink is comparable to refusing 
a treatment which will result in death. 
This is not regarded as suicide but rather 
as the patient exercising their right of 
self-determination, particularly the right 
to refuse care.” There is no mandate or 
even guidance requiring patients to meet 
with physicians or mental health experts 
before making the fatal choice. Doctors 
no longer have an obligation to prevent 
suicide — let alone the option to inter- 
vene — but must assist or quickly refer 
the patient to physicians who will help 
carry out the patient’s wishes. 

The extent to which the Dutch have 
normalized physician-assisted suicide is 
foregrounded in the recent lethal injec- 
tion of a woman in her 20s. The woman, 
who was sexually abused as a child, was 
euthanized after doctors and psychiatrists 
decided her post-traumatic stress disorder 
and other ailments were incurable. Ac- 
cording to the Daily Mail, the termination 
of life proceeded “despite improvements 
in the woman’s psychological condition 
after intensive therapy two years ago, and 
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From moonbeam to Death Star: California, under Governor Jerry Brown (who has been maligned 
as “Governor Moonbeam” because of his fanciful ideas), is leading the way to physician-assisted 
suicide in America. 


even though doctors in the Netherlands 
accept that a demand for death from a 
psychiatric patient may be no more than 
acry for help.” Not surprisingly, the rela- 
tive ease in acquiring consent to euthana- 
sia and the speedy dispatch of lethal drugs 
have made Belgium and the Netherlands 
tourist spots for euthanasia enthusiasts. 
The International Business Times report- 
ed, “Tourists are flocking to Brussels to 
get a lethal dose. Doctors at hospitals and 
clinics at Belgium’s capital are seeing an 
increase in number of euthanasia tourists 
who are travelling from across the world 
to their accident and emergency rooms... 
In 2015, a whopping 2,023 people were 
medically killed in Belgium. The number 
has more than doubled in five years.” 


America Alone: Can States 

Protect Rights of Conscience 

and Religious Liberty? 

As the popularity of death on demand 
makes its way across America — Cali- 
fornia recently joined four other states in 
legalizing physician-assisted suicide for 
terminally ill, mentally competent patients 
— a host of moral and ethical questions 
remains. The relatively new experiments 
with right-to-die legislation in Canada and 
Europe confirm that helping the terminally 
ill die during the last stages of their diseases 


is just the tip of the iceberg. Doctors are 
rapidly losing the right of conscience, as the 
Hippocratic Oath is turned upside down. 

Still, there is hope that America can tem- 
per the ghoulish zeal of activists, legisla- 
tures, and misguided civil-liberties groups. 
Recently, the New Mexico Supreme Court 
tuled that there is no state constitutional 
right to physician-assisted suicide. React- 
ing to California’s new legislation, hos- 
pitals in Santa Barbara and Palm Springs 
have “declined to participate in all activi- 
ties” pertaining to the new law. And the Los 
Angeles Times reported, “Medical leaders 
at Huntington Hospital in Pasadena voted 
... for the facility’s hundreds of doctors and 
affiliated personnel to opt out of Califor- 
nia’s assisted suicide law.... If the proposed 
amendment to the hospital’s medical rules 
is approved by the board of directors ... 
Huntington will become one of the largest 
non-religious medical institutions statewide 
to turn its back on a law that Gov. Jerry 
Brown called ‘a comfort’ to anyone ‘dying 
in prolonged and excruciating pain.”” 

It goes without saying that the threat to 
religious liberty facing our Christian hos- 
pitals and clinics is daunting. If there is no 
freedom of dissent, no ability for doctors, 
caregivers, and hospice workers to refuse 
to participate, there certainly is no mercy 
in mercy killing. 
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AMERICAN PRINCIPLES 


Does Money Really 
Need to Be Controlled 
by Enlightened Experts? 


Many who understand how a planned 
economy — wage and price controls, 
government-mandated production goals, 
industry standards, subsidies, and the 
like — destroys market productivity still 
make an exception with regard to one in- 
dispensable economic good: money. Many 
of the adherents of the so-called Chicago 
School of economics, such as the late 
Milton Friedman, were for the most part 
eloquent defenders of laissez-faire capital- 
ism. Yet Friedman and his epigones also 
believe that, while the rest of the market- 
place should be allowed to operate with 
a minimum of government interference, 
the money supply should be controlled by 
enlightened government managers at cen- 
tral banks such as the American Federal 
Reserve. While market forces are adequate 
to maximize market productivity and ef- 
ficiency for all other goods and services, 
they are allegedly insufficient for the “stuff 
that dreams are made of.” Left to market 
forces, the money supply will destabilize 
prices and hamstring productivity. This, at 
least, is the argument. 

To believe this is to ascribe to money 
some mystical property that no other mar- 
ket good possesses, and to assume that 
money is somehow exempt from the or- 
dinary interplay of supply and demand. 
But this is not true. Money is an economic 
good like any other, but with the specific 
purpose of providing a convenient means 
to store wealth and to carry out indirect 
exchange. No fully formed economy can 
exist without some form of money. 

When government is able to manipulate 
the money supply, it is argued, it can pro- 
vide greater economic stimulus, allowing 
for far more rapid economic growth and 
technological progress than what would be 
possible under the old system of gold- and 
silver-backed currency. But in fact the re- 
verse is true. When government is given the 
power to create money out of thin air, it can 
no more calculate what the optimal money 
supply is than it can calculate optimal pro- 
duction goals for any other good. And this 
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means that government-created money, like 
all other forms of government economic 
planning, will do far more harm than good. 

Governments do not ordinarily create 
money by simply running printing presses 
and handing out free cash. More subtle 
mechanisms are required to introduce new 
money into the economy. Usually those 
mechanisms involve the creation of new 
debt in some form, and always they involve 
privileged intermediaries to carry out what 
amounts to legal money laundering. 

In the Federal Reserve System, although 
the Fed has a considerable number of tricks 
for manipulating the money supply, the 
most important is what are called “open 
market operations.” These are regularly 
scheduled purchases and sales of govern- 
ment debt by the Fed, using a small number 
of elite banking and financial concerns as 
agents. Usually — but not always — these 
debt instruments are already in circulation; 
that is, the Fed does not — except in times 
of extreme economic duress — issue new 
debt in order to sell it directly on the open 
market. Instead, it buys and sells already- 
existing Treasury bonds and bills. In gener- 
al, the Fed prefers to sell such government 
paper, which will then create a demand for 
more government-issued debt — and the 
money to purchase it. 

Over time, no matter how disciplined a 
government’s financial policies may be, the 
actions of modern central banks always in- 
crease the money supply. This is because, 
under a fiat currency system (that is, a sys- 
tem where government can create money 
with no commodity backing it), govern- 
ment has every incentive to create new 
debt and money, and very little to keep a 
tight lid on the money supply. The infusion 
of new money into the economy (properly 
defined as “inflation”) dilutes the value of 
each dollar already in circulation, resulting 
in higher prices. Yet the price increases are 
blamed on businesses’ greed, rather than 
the increase of the money supply. 

The terrible effects of inflation do not 
harm everyone equally. Large banks and 
financial firms that have privileged access 
to new debt and money can make spec- 
tacular profits; but the rest of us, farther 
down the financial food chain, have ac- 


cess to new money only after its effects 
have rippled through the system, driving 
up prices to the detriment of savings ac- 
counts and grocery bills everywhere. 

One of the most pernicious effects of 
“fiat money” — money created at whim 
by government banks — is the destruction 
of savings. With interest rates set far below 
free market levels coupled with constant 
inflationary rising prices, there is little in- 
centive to save money in any form. It will 
earn next to no interest, and besides, its 
purchasing power is constantly declining. 
The only way to preserve wealth in such 
an environment is to seek out risky, poten- 
tially high-yield investments such as real 
estate and growth stocks — investments 
that, as often as not, turn sour. But the al- 
ternative is safe investments and savings 
that lose value over time, impoverishing 
the frugal. Thus in a fiat money environ- 
ment, the customary rules of human be- 
havior are turned upside down, as the fru- 
gal and the thrifty are punished even as the 
pie-in-the-sky speculators and heedless 
risk-takers are (temporarily) rewarded. 

Because fiat money can be created by 
governments at no cost, it carries with 
it the irresistible temptation to covertly 
print money to pay for government ex- 
penses — rather than overtly raising 
taxes to do so. This process creates end- 
less inflation and distorts prices, leading 
to artificial booms and busts that only the 
wealthiest are able to exploit. Everyone 
else, who sees their savings and assets 
degraded by inflation, is systematically 
impoverished in a form of tax far more 
pernicious than open levies. 

A free money market would quickly 
select a type of money whose supply 
cannot be manipulated by the state. The 
customary choice, for thousands of years, 
has been some kind of scarce, durable pre- 
cious metal, usually gold, silver, or both. 
In a money market free from government 
interference, pricing in terms of gold and 
silver has been remarkably stable over 
the centuries, and would put an end to the 
general impoverishment and indebtedness 
brought about by government manipula- 
tion of the money supply. 

— CHARLES SCALIGER 
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BOOK REVIEW 


SUCKISH 
SOCIALISM 


Though American students are being sold by their 
teachers on socialism, analysis of the outcomes of 
socialism tells a story of utter failure, a tale told to readers 


in a new book. 


by Alex Newman 


The Problem With Socialism, by Thomas 
J. DiLorenzo, Washington, D.C.: Regnery 
Publishing, 2016, 226 pages, hardcover. 


were not enough to convince you that 

socialism is evil and deadly, Thomas 
DiLorenzo’s new book will definitely do 
the trick. From debunking the theories and 
narratives that underpin socialism and so- 
cialist programs, to outlining a powerful 
case for freedom and free markets, The 
Problem With Socialism can serve as an 
excellent resource to educate Americans. 
If the information contained within the 
book were to become widely and gener- 
ally known, socialism would undoubtedly 
die a much-deserved death. 

Indeed, the book deals a devastating 
blow to socialism — its theories, justifica- 
tions, rationalizations, history, and more. 
Even the way DiLorenzo defines social- 
ism — the imposition of a single, central- 
ized plan over the lives of individuals who 
otherwise would have made their own 
plans for their lives — provides much food 
for thought. When socialism is defined in 
this more honest way, it becomes much 
harder for socialist ideologues to get away 
with using empty and deceptive slogans 
about “equality” and the “workers.” And 
the evil of socialism does not stop there. 
As the book observes on more than one 
occasion, these grandiose Utopian plans 
are imposed at the barrel of a gun, using 
“threats, intimidation, and violence.” 

Despite its relatively few pages and 
words, or perhaps because of it, The Prob- 
lem With Socialism does an excellent job of 
hitting many of the key points in a simple 
way, a way that even a child could under- 
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stand. For example, it explains the theo- 
retical problems with socialism, but it also 
includes an abundance of historical and 
contemporary examples showing how and 
why socialism is always and everywhere a 
disaster — including a chart showing the 
gargantuan body counts (60 million dead 
for China) associated with various murder- 
ous socialist regimes over the last century. 
The book also addresses human nature, and 
how, under socialist systems, the most ruth- 
less savages have a tendency to rise to the 
top, perhaps helping to explain the stagger- 
ing death toll of socialism. 

Unfortunately, though, while facts, 
logic, history, and reality all conclusively 
show socialism to be a horrifying plague 
upon mankind, DiLorenzo’s book starts off 
by pointing out that it is becoming increas- 
ingly popular among young Americans. 
The government’s schools, addressed in a 
separate chapter, are no doubt one of the 
primary explanations for that. 

The often brief and simple but very ef- 
fective explanations of the rationale be- 
hind supporting markets are wonderful. 
“In the private sector, profits reveal what 
value a business has contributed to the 
economy or to society,” writes DiLorenzo. 
“For instance, if a business takes $10,000 
worth of resources and creates products 
for which people pay $100,000, then it has 
created $90,000 worth of value to society. 
Government enterprises, by contrast, can 
actually destroy value by using resources 
in a less than efficient or profitable way. 
Indeed, the worse a government agency 
performs, the more money it can claim 
from a legislature, city council, or county 
commission.” Short and to the point. 

Of course, no book purporting to ex- 
pose the problems of socialism would be 
complete without a thorough debunking 
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of the pervasive myths surrounding what 
is alleged by socialists to be successful 
Scandinavian socialism. DiLorenzo does 
a fantastic job here, again, in addition to 
exposing the socialist healthcare model 
that is becoming increasingly prevalent 
elsewhere in the West. 

One of the most fascinating sections of 
the book deals with how socialism causes 
pollution and how, if free markets with 
strong property rights were allowed to 
flourish, the scourge could be easily kept 
in check. The shocking pollution found 
behind the Iron Curtain is an ongoing tes- 
tament to the environmental horrors asso- 
ciated with socialism. 

The book has an entire chapter devoted 
to the “progressive” income tax, which 
enshrines discrimination and inequality 
under the law into law. So crucial was this 
scheme to Karl Marx’s broader agenda 
that it was listed as the second of 10 planks 
in The Communist Manifesto — right after 
the abolition of property in land. In The 
Problem With Socialism, DiLorenzo does 
a good job explaining the reasons why 
Marx viewed the tax as so crucial to his 
plan. “If you’re a socialist, exploiting envy 
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is a great way to destabilize a cap- 
italist society,” he writes. 

In the United States, DiLorenzo 
continues, the situation has be- 
come especially extreme, with 
some 45 percent of Americans 
paying effectively no income tax 
and the top 10 percent shoulder- 
ing more than 70 percent of the 
national income-tax burden. The 
distortions and perverse incentives 
wreak havoc on society. And the 
progressive income tax in America 
has also served as an “engine for 
destroying constitutional liberty,” 
DiLorenzo explains, noting that 
warnings about precisely such an 
outcome were made as far back as 
the 1850s. The income tax has also 
served to centralize power as never 
before in American history, creat- 
ing a government with practically 
unchecked powers. 

The book also does an excellent 
job demolishing the pseudo-arguments 
for everything from “public-interest” 
regulation to minimum-wage laws. In 
fact, DiLorenzo and the sources he cites 
make a powerful case that these sorts of 
policies tend to produce devastating ef- 
fects — often along the lines of what they 
were allegedly supposed to remedy in the 
first place. Of course, dishonest or naive 
socialists point to the devastation they 
themselves caused as justification for even 
more devastating socialism. And the cycle 
thus continues, leaving a trail of misery, 
poverty, dependence, devastation, corrup- 
tion, and often death in its wake. 

Unlike many of the contemporary at- 
tacks on socialism, DiLorenzo takes aim 
at one of its most critical institutions: the 
Federal Reserve System. Noting that the 
idea of centralizing credit in the hands 
of a national bank with an exclusive mo- 
nopoly also comes from Marx’s 10 planks, 
the book correctly points out that the U.S. 
economy under its present monetary re- 
gime cannot properly be considered a free 
market. By bringing in a bit of history on 
American banking, DiLorenzo provides a 
very valuable service. He is basically un- 
masking the 800-pound gorilla in the room, 
properly identified as the “banking cartel,” 
that “mainstream” and “respectable” voices 
like to pretend does not exist — or even that 
the violent ape is actually helpful. 
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This is crucial: Without understanding 
the problem and accurately diagnosing it, 
the problem cannot be fixed. At the heart of 
the problems caused by socialism in Amer- 
ica (and worldwide) is the central-banking 
regime. DiLorenzo takes on Fed-fueled 
malinvestment, the Fed’s shoddy regula- 
tion, its political manipulation of interest 
rates, its destruction of the U.S. dollar’s 
purchasing power, its role in funding and 
enabling oppressive Big Government in 
other areas of life, and much more. All in 
all, the explanation is a fantastic summary 
of the Fed and the terrible havoc it has in- 
flicted on America over the last century. 

Another crucially important chapter 
deals with government schools. DiLorenzo 
starts off with a thought experiment: What 
if grocery stores were organized along the 
lines of government schools? For instance, 
each resident gets assigned a grocery store, 
and changing stores is difficult even if the 
service is atrocious. Groceries are paid for 
with a lump-sum tax collected by the local 
government, and residents can simply pick 
from what’s offered. It would be ridiculous, 
of course, and almost everybody recognizes 
that. Yet, in something as crucial as the edu- 
cation of future American voters, parents, 
workers, and leaders, many Americans still 
trust government schools. DiLorenzo could 
have delved much deeper into the great 
government miseducation disaster and the 


agenda behind it. But in the rel- 
evant area — the intersection be- 
tween socialism and “education” 
— the book does an excellent job. 

“The government-run schools in 
the socialist regimes of the twen- 
tieth century were indoctrination 
academies that taught obedience 
to the state,” DiLorenzo observes 
correctly. And that is, of course, 
by design. As the book points out, 
Marx considered government-con- 
trolled “education” so important 
that it, too, was included among 
his infamous 10 planks. The Na- 
tional Socialist (Nazi) program in 
Germany similarly demanded that 
all students be brainwashed in gov- 
ernment schools from a young age. 
Yet despite the increasingly obvi- 
ous academic and moral dumbing 
down of students occurring in our 
own government schools, they 
continue to perpetuate misery all 
across the United States. 

The book concludes by shattering a num- 
ber of important myths propagated by so- 
cialists. In essence, socialists have few tools 
in their arsenal, and so they must concoct 
capitalist “strawmen” to attack. As DiLoren- 
zo shows using a wide array of examples, 
though, the truth of the matter is often the 
opposite of what the socialists claim. It is 
probably enough to make a socialist’s head 
explode, but the documentation in the bibli- 
ography is thorough and meticulous. 

Many of the arguments outlined in 
the book will be well-known to regular 
readers of this magazine and others well- 
versed in economics and the history of so- 
cialism. But it is an enjoyable, fun, easy 
read, and everybody is likely to learn at 
least some new arguments from it. Just 
the abundance of supporting quotes from 
great economists and thinkers such as 
Murray Rothbard and Ludwig von Mises 
makes the book worth reading. 

The book may be especially useful in 
reaching younger Americans — high- 
school and college students stewing in 
Marxist rhetoric, for example. Not only 
does the book thoroughly debunk the sim- 
plistic and oftentimes silly “arguments” in 
favor of socialism, it also provides a very 
convincing argument in favor of freedom. 
If nothing else, consider picking up a copy 
for your children or grandchildren. 
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Hats in Hospice 


Ninety-one-year-old Morrie Boogart of 
Grandville, Michigan, has been knitting 
hats for the homeless for over 15 years, 
and his residence in hospice care is not 
about to stop him. 

CNN affiliate WXMI reported that 
Boogart stopped counting the number 
of hats he has made once he reached 
8,000. Boogart’s hats are meant for the 
particularly brutal Michigan winters, as 
they feature a rim to cover people’s ears 
and are reportedly thick and warm. Boxes 
of his hats have been delivered through- 
out the Grand Rapids area for years, and 
Boogart seeks to continue to produce as 
many hats as he can for as long as he can. 

His drive to keep making hats contin- 
ues despite being in hospice care with 
skin and kidney cancer and being virtu- 
ally immobile. He continues to make one 
hat every two days, a speed that Boogart 
has claimed is “awfully slow,” compared 
to what he was capable of producing in 
the past. 

According to Boogart, the only time he 
is not knitting a hat is when he is sleeping. 

Boogart is incredibly humble about 
his wonderful deed. “Why do I do it? It 
just makes me feel good,” Boogart told 
WXMI. “It means a lot to me.” 


Winning Isn’t Everything 
When American Olympic runner Abbey 
D’ Agostino collided with New Zealand’s 
Nikki Hamblin on August 16 during the 
5,000-meter race they were running, she did 
something extraordinary. She helped Hamb- 
lin up so they could finish the race together. 
The collision was severe, with 
D’ Agostino tearing her ACL (anterior cru- 
ciate ligament), and the runners still had 
a mile left to go in the race. But that did 
not stop her from continuing the race, and 
helping Hamblin make it to the finish line. 
D’ Agostino attributes her drive to fin- 
ish the race in such a classy fashion to 
God’s grace. “The thing about that mo- 
ment was everything happened so fast. 
And it’s just, all I know is I got up and 
my first instinct was ‘OK, turn around, 
we gotta finish this,’” D’Agostino, who 
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hails from Topsfield, Massachusetts, told 
Today.com. “I don’t think that was me, I 
think that was literally the spirit of God 
in me, like, ‘Let’s go.’” 

D’ Agostino, who had to have surgery on 
her knee when she arrived home, is thrilled 
to learn that her simple act of kindness 
meant so much to so many people. “It’s en- 
couraging that a simple act of kindness just 
resonates with people,” she said. “We see it 
and we know that that’s what this is about. 
That’s what the Games is about.” 

Both women received the Pierre de 
Coubertin Medal, also known as the Inter- 
national Fair Play Committee Award, for 
demonstrating such good sportsmanship. 


Floods of Volunteers 


The flooding that took place in Baton 
Rouge in August tragically claimed lives 
and destroyed thousands upon thousands 
of houses. Despite the devastation that 
accompanied the flooding, however, it 
has also proven to be an opportunity for 
many people to showcase their goodness. 

A group of Louisiana natives formed 
the “Cajun Navy,” a band of volunteers 
that sailed each morning to rescue who- 
ever was trapped by the floodwaters, 
along with their pets. “We’re just out 
here trying to help,” said one of the Cajun 
Navy volunteers, Warren Holmes of As- 
cension Parish. “What are we supposed to 
do: Let them die?” 

Another Cajun Navy volunteer, Kyle 
Page, lost his own house in Denham 
Springs during the flooding, but put aside 
his own struggle and helped others who 
were in need. 

Elsewhere, another volunteer, David 
Phung, plunged into murky waters to 
save a woman and her dog. Both were 
trapped under the water in the woman’s 
vehicle. WAFB captured video footage of 
the intense rescue. Three men in a boat, 
Phung among them, were scanning the 
floodwaters in search of people needing 
rescue when they came upon the woman. 
They heard her screaming from her ve- 
hicle, “Oh my God, I’m drowning!” 

Phung dove into the water and saved 
the woman, who then begged him to find 


her dog. Without hesitation, Phung dove 
back into the water and emerged mo- 
ments later with the woman’s dog. 

Phung, the woman, and her dog all sur- 
vived unharmed. 

In addition to courageous stories of 
rescue, multiple stories of kindness and 
generosity have come out of the region. 

An anonymous stranger who overheard 
a flood victim tell a Walmart cashier that 
she’d lost everything in the flood pulled 
out his credit card and paid $350 for the 
woman’s merchandise. The website Love 
What Matters reported that she was there 
to purchase basic necessities such as a 
toothbrush, toothpaste, clothes, and shoes. 

NBA coach Avery Johnson, an alum- 
nus of Baton Rouge’s Southern Univer- 
sity, sent a semi-truck full of supplies to 
the city when the floods hit, according to 
NCAA.com. Fox News reported that pop 
singer Taylor Swift donated $1 million to 
Louisiana flood relief. 


First-day Entourage 


Police officers with the Amarillo Police 
Department in Amarillo, Texas, made the 
first day of school a little less scary for 
the children of a fallen officer by showing 
up to walk with them to school. 

Jackson Scherlen, four, and his two 
older siblings lost their father, Justin, 
while on a family trip this past summer. 
His death is believed to be the result of an 
automobile accident that took place while 
he was in the line of duty, after which he 
required numerous surgeries and signifi- 
cant rehabilitation. 

The children have been having a hard 
time dealing with the loss, as the first day 
of school approached. 

This is Jackson’s first year at school, 
and the officers wanted to serve as stand- 
ins for the little boy’s father, who could 
not be there to put his son’s mind at ease. 
On August 22, Jackson and his two sib- 
lings were escorted to their school by two 
dozen police officers. 

Today.com reported that Jackson was so 
happy that he hugged each officer individu- 
ally to show his thanks for what they did. Hl 

— RAVEN CLABOUGH 
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The Flying Tigers 


When Americans have the will to succeed and are 
allowed to apply individual ingenuity, even small groups 
that are outgunned and outmanned can produce 
devastating results. 


by Roger D. McGrath 


he Roaring ’20s in the United 
States gave us jazz, speakeasies, 
flappers, Jack Dempsey and Gene 
Tunney, the Model A, Red Grange, radio 
broadcasting, Gertrude Ederle swimming 
the English Channel, and Lucky Lindy 
soloing the Atlantic. The same decade in 
Japan saw the rise of militarists and the 
formulation of a plot by Japanese gen- 
erals to topple the civilian government. 
Useful to the militarists was the Kwan- 
tung army, Japan’s army of occupation 
in southern Manchuria. The army pre- 
cipitated several incidents in Manchuria 
in hopes of forcing the Japanese govern- 
ment’s hand. One of the incidents finally 
bore fruit. 


Call 1-800-727-TRUE to subscribe today! 


Militarists and Murderous Occupation 
On September 18, 1931, the Kwantung army 
claimed that Chinese soldiers had tried to 
bomb a South Manchurian Railway train. 
Using what became known as the Manchu- 
rian incident as an excuse, the Kwantung 
army moved swiftly to capture the city of 
Mukden, followed by the occupation of all 
of Manchuria. By 1932, Japan had turned 
Manchuria into the puppet state of Manchu- 
kuo. A Chinese figurehead was made emper- 
or of Manchukuo, but all key positions in the 
government were held by Japanese, and be- 
hind these civilians was the Kwantung army. 

The few civilian leaders in the Tokyo 
government who tried to curb the army 
could count on being assassinated. This 
included Japanese prime ministers, two of 
whom fell to assassins. 


The Curtiss P-40 and the shark’s mouth 
were made for each other. “Looks mean as 
hell,” said Robert T. Smith, seen here leading 
a formation of Flying Tigers from the 3rd 
squadron. 


The League of Nations dispatched a 
committee to Manchuria to conduct an 
investigation. In October 1932, the com- 
mittee recommended Japanese troops be 
withdrawn, the state of Manchukuo be dis- 
mantled, and Chinese sovereignty be re- 
stored. However, even as colonialism was 
falling out of favor in the West, Japan was 
embracing its own militant version. When 
the general body of the League of Nations 
accepted the committee’s recommenda- 
tion, the Japanese delegation walked out 
of the league chamber. In March 1933, 
Japan formally withdrew from the League 
of Nations. 

Japan now poured technicians and 
capital into Manchuria, exploiting its 
vast resources to develop an industrial 
base for Japanese aggression in China. 
During 1933, the Japanese pushed south 
from Manchuria into northern China. 
This new aggression led to the establish- 
ment of a demilitarized zone between Pe- 
king and the Great Wall. Diplomatic pro- 
tests against Japanese aggression proved 
worthless. In 1934, Japan declared that it 
would allow no interference in its China 
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Some 20,000 or more young Chinese women and girls were raped, 
then murdered and mutilated. Thousands upon thousands of older 
Chinese were stripped of all their belongings and then killed. 


policy and that any attempt by China to 
acquire technical or military assistance 
from a foreign power would bring a swift 
response from Tokyo. 

The success the Kwantung army en- 
joyed strengthened the militarists back 
home in Japan. In February 1936, the 
Imperial Way, a radical faction of young 
Japanese army officers, was so embold- 
ened that it attempted a coup d’état. Sev- 
eral Japanese leaders were assassinated, 
and for three days the rebels held much 
of downtown Tokyo. The rebellion was 
crushed only when senior officers refused 
to support it. These officers were part of 
what was termed the Control faction, 
which shared the foreign policy goals of 
the young fanatics in the Imperial Way, 
but had far less-radical plans for internal 
reform. 

The militarists again forced the govern- 


ment’s hand by precipitating the so-called 
China incident. Japanese troops had been 
stationed in and around Peking ever since 
a multi-national expeditionary force, 
which included Europeans and Americans, 
suppressed the Boxer Rebellion in 1900 
and forced China to sign the Boxer Pro- 
tocol. Under the protocol, certain foreign 
powers, including Japan, were allowed to 
occupy key points near Peking “for the 
maintenance of open communications be- 
tween the capital and the sea.” 

On July 7, 1937, at the Marco Polo 
Bridge in Peking, Japanese troops, after 
a few rounds had whizzed past them, 
opened fire on a nearby unit of Chinese 
soldiers. To this day a debate rages over 
who fired those first shots. Many believe 
they came from agents of the Japanese 
militarists. Others argue they came from 
Chinese communists. No matter, the Japa- 


Often working with nothing better than hand tools, thousands of Burmese and Chinese built the 
Burma Road through jungles and over mountains from Lashio in Burma to Kunming in China. 
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nese used the China incident as a pretext 
for a general invasion of China. 

Following the China incident, nearly 
all Chinese regional military and politi- 
cal groups rallied to support the Nation- 
alist (anti-communist) government under 
Chiang Kai-shek in Nanking. The Chinese 
communists, who had urged a united front 
against Japan since 1935, pledged their 
support and put their armies nominally 
under the command of the Nationalist 
government. Nonetheless, China was ill 
prepared to stop the Japanese onslaught. 
City after city fell to the invaders: Peiping 
and Tientsin in July, and Nanking in De- 
cember, forcing Chiang Kai-shek to move 
the Nationalist government to Hankow. 

The Japanese army entered Nanking 
on December 13, 1937, and immediately 
began a month-long orgy of looting, burn- 
ing, raping, torturing, and murdering, 
known as the Rape of Nanking. Accord- 
ing to one witness, men, women, and chil- 
dren were “hunted like rabbits; everyone 
seen to move was shot.” Even the Japan- 
friendly Germans in an official report con- 
demned the Japanese soldiers as “bestial 
machinery.” 

About one-third of Nanking was gutted 
by fire. More than 20,000 Chinese male 
civilians of military age were marched 
out of the city and massacred by bayo- 
neting or machine-gun fire. Some 20,000 
or more young Chinese women and girls 
were raped, then murdered and mutilated. 
Thousands upon thousands of older Chi- 
nese were stripped of all their belongings 
and then killed. By the end of January 
1938 at least 100,000, perhaps as many 
as 300,000, Chinese civilians had been 
slaughtered. 

Although foreign nationals and their 
property were supposed to be safe from 
Japanese attack, American missionaries 
and their families were killed and mis- 
sionary churches, hospitals, schools, and 
colleges were bombed, despite flag mark- 
ings on the roofs of the buildings. The 
Japanese were determined to destroy all 
American influence in China. 

The Japanese called such killing and 
destruction “accidents.” The accidents 
were so frequent and deadly that one 
American cynically remarked that the 
most dangerous place to be in a Japa- 
nese air raid was an American mission. 
On December 12, 1937, the day before 
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Nanking fell, Japan seemingly went too 
far when Japanese pilots from the carrier 
Kaga bombed and sank the American 
gunboat Panay, which was patrolling the 
waters of the Yangtze River. 


American Response 

The Tokyo government called the bomb- 
ing an accident, apologized, and offered 
to pay an indemnity. The United States 
knew better. A Japanese message sent to 
its fleet had been intercepted and decoded 
by U.S. naval intelligence. From the mes- 
sage it was clear that the attack on Panay 
had been deliberately planned by an offi- 
cer on the carrier Kaga. Nonetheless, the 
Japanese apology was officially accepted 
in Washington, and the incident was con- 
sidered closed. Privately, President Frank- 
lin Roosevelt was outraged by the sinking 
of Panay and began exploring possible 
actions against Japan, including a naval 
blockade. 

Meanwhile, Americans seemed willing 
to forget the incident. In a Gallup poll con- 
ducted during the second week of January 
1938, 70 percent of the Americans inter- 
viewed favored a complete withdrawal 
from China: gunboats, Marines, mission- 
aries, medical personnel — the works. 

During 1938, the Japanese took Han- 
kow and then Canton, forcing Chiang Kai- 
shek to move his government far inland to 
Chungking. 

Also in 1938, and again in 1939, the 
Japanese fought full-scale battles with the 
Russians along the border of Manchukuo. 
However, in April 1941, Japan and the So- 
viet Union signed a neutrality pact. 

In 1939, the Japanese captured Shang- 
hai. For decades Shanghai had been an 
international city, home to thousands of 
Americans and Europeans. Shanghai even 
had a small but strong Jewish community 
created by Jews fleeing pogroms in Rus- 
sia. Japan now made life miserable for the 
residents of Shanghai. 

In response to the Japanese occupation 
of Shanghai, President Roosevelt contem- 
plated the imposition of economic sanc- 
tions on Japan. His first step came on July 
26, 1939, when he denounced the exist- 
ing trade treaty, dating back to 1911, the 
United States had with Japan. The action 
received almost unanimous approval in 
the United States. 

Americans certainly did not want war 
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The Hell’s Angels of the 3rd squadron of the Flying Tigers at a refueling stop at Yunnan-yi, China. 
Standing (left to right) are Erik Shilling and Arvid Olson. Sitting are Robert T. Smith, Kenneth 
Jernstedt, Robert Prescott, Chauncey Laughlin, and William Reed. 


with Japan, though. Most Americans 
thought if 450 million Chinese cannot de- 
fend themselves against 75 million Japa- 
nese, then who are we to get involved. 
Nor did public opinion change after the 
outbreak of war in Europe in September 
1939. Gallup polls consistently demon- 
strated that more than 70 percent of Amer- 
icans were opposed to U.S. involvement in 
either Asia or Europe. 

Nonetheless, America did aid China 
by sending supplies to Chiang Kai-shek 
over the Burma Road. Since the Japanese 
were occupying the seacoast of China, it 
had become necessary to build supply 
routes from the interior of China to the 
outside world. The most important of 
these undertakings was the construction 
of the 681-mile-long Burma Road, which 
twisted through mountains and jungles 
from Kunming in China to Lashio in 
Burma. The Burma Road was completed 
in 1939 and, after October 1940, was the 
only route open to the sea. Other than the 
Burma Road, all supplies to Chiang Kai- 
shek and the Nationalist Chinese had to 
be flown “over the hump,” as the flight 
from India over the Himalayan Moun- 
tains was called. 

During the summer of 1940, Japan 
wrested permission from the Vichy gov- 
ernment of France to build airfields in 


Indochina, then a French colonial pos- 
session, including what is today Vietnam, 
Laos, and Cambodia. The United States 
responded to the Japanese move into In- 
dochina by granting a small loan to the 
Chinese Nationalists and by placing an 
embargo on some exports to Japan. Em- 
bargoed goods included various strategic 
materials, in particular scrap iron. 

In a clandestine effort to aid China, 
the American government supported the 
formation of a group of American fighter 
pilots who would volunteer their services 
to Chiang Kai-shek. Officially known as 
the American Volunteer Group or AVG, 
the outfit became popularly known as the 
Flying Tigers. 

The Flying Tigers were the creation of 
Texas-born and Louisiana-reared Claire 
Chennault, an outspoken proponent of 
fighter aircraft, an innovator of air combat 
tactics, and a daring pilot. In 1937, after 
serving 20 years in the U.S. Army, nearly 
all of it in the Air Corps, he retired and 
became an aviation advisor to Chiang Kai- 
shek and the Nationalist Chinese govern- 
ment and the director of the Chinese Air 
Force (CAF) flight school in Kunming. 
Although Chennault worked wonders 
with the CAF, the Japanese had far supe- 
rior forces, and by 1940, Chennault and 
Chiang Kai-shek asked the United States 
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for pilots and planes. Since such direct 
aid was prohibited by the Neutrality Act 
of 1939, a secret operation was launched 
through the Central Aircraft Manufactur- 
ing Company (CAMCO) of New York. 

For several years, CAMCO had not 
only built aircraft in China but had also 
provided instructors for the Chinese Air 
Force. Now CAMCO would hire U.S. 
military pilots to fly for the American 
Volunteer Group. The U.S. government 
quietly allowed pilots to resign their 
commissions to join the AVG and then 
rejoin the U.S. military at a later date 
with no loss of rank or seniority. The 
incentive to do so was money, $600 a 
month for pilots, $675 for flight leaders, 
$750 for squadron commanders, and an 
additional $500 for every Japanese plane 
shot down — substantial sums in the 
early 1940s and far more than any pilot 
could earn in the U.S. military. Recruit- 
ment began during the spring of 1941, 
and by June a hundred pilots had been 
chosen. They were told to rendezvous at 
the Belmont Hotel in San Francisco dur- 
ing July and, in different groups, boarded 
passenger-carrying freighters operated 
by the Dutch-owned Java Pacific Lines 
during July and August. The pilots as- 
sumed various aliases and traveled as 
merchants, doctors, teachers, and even 
missionaries. 

One of the putative missionaries was 
the alcoholic and brawling Marine aviator 
Greg Boyington, later known as Pappy. 
He took pleasure in the incongruity of 
his false identity until he learned there 
was a group of real missionaries aboard. 
Suspecting Boyington was not what he 
purported to be, one of the missionaries 
asked him to deliver the Sunday sermon. 
When Boyington declined, the mission- 
ary’s suspicions were confirmed. The 
same missionary delivered the sermon 
and, said Boyington, “he seemed to direct 
the entire sermon at me and at the group I 
represented. His point was how horrible it 
was for people to fight for money.” 


For their heroic actions in the defense of Burma, (left to right) Flying Tigers Charles Bond, 
David Hill, and Edward Rector were awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross by Britain. They are 
pictured here while serving with the 14th Air Force in 1943. 


If Boyington and his fellow pilots 
couldn’t fool a group of missionaries, 
then they couldn’t begin to fool Japanese 
spies, who were everywhere, including in 
the hotels and on the docks of San Fran- 
cisco. Japan was able to track not only the 
pilots but also the planes they would fly, 
which were shipped disassembled in cargo 
containers. 


Putting Pilots Through Their Paces 

The plane the Tigers would fly was the 
Curtiss P-40 Warhawk. The particular 
P-40 used by the Flying Tigers was the 
P-40B, powered by a 1,040-hp, liquid- 
cooled, V-12 Allison engine. The plane 
had a maximum speed of 350 mph and 
a ceiling of 32,000 feet. Firepower came 
from four .50-caliber Browning machine 
guns. The plane had armor plating for 
the pilot and self-sealing fuel tanks, and 
was able to absorb an amazing number of 
hits. The armor and the four .50-caliber 
machine guns made it a relatively heavy 


This small force intercepted more than 1,000 enemy aircraft over 
Burma in 31 different engagements and shot down 217 Japanese 
planes, confirmed, and another 43, probable. During the same period 
the AVG lost four pilots and 16 planes. 
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fighter — the P-40B weighed 7,600 lbs., 
wet and loaded — which hurt its climb 
rate and maneuverability. However, it 
could dive like a screaming eagle. 

The Japanese fighter the P-40 would 
face most often was the Mitsubishi A6M 
Zero. There were many models of the 
Zero, but they were all light, fast, and 
maneuverable. The Zero weighed only 
5,900 lbs., wet and loaded, making it 
much lighter than the American fighters 
it faced. The Zero was armed with two 
.30-caliber machine guns and two 20mm 
(.79-caliber) cannons. The Zero had a 
maximum speed of 340 mph and a ceil- 
ing of 34,000 feet. It could out-climb and 
out-turn the P-40. However, the Zero was 
thin-skinned, lacked armor and self-seal- 
ing fuel tanks, and tended to burst into 
flames when hit. The Zero was referred 
to as a ZEKE in the identification code 
of the U.S. military. 

After three weeks, Boyington and the 
other recruits landed at British-held Ran- 
goon in Burma. They then headed north 
to Toungoo, a remote airstrip in a jungle 
clearing. For two months the AVG pilots 
trained at the strip. The weather was mis- 
erable and accidents were frequent. The 
pilots grumbled and several quit; three 
died in crashes. Spirits were lifted when 
Erik Shilling, a former Army test pilot, 
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got the idea of painting a shark’s mouth 
on the P-40. A German squadron operat- 
ing in the Mediterranean had first used the 
shark’s mouth on their Messerschmitts. 
When Shilling chalked out the mouth on 
the P-40, though, it looked far better than 
anything seen before, as if plane and de- 
sign had been made for each other. Once 
paint was applied, the pilots were thrilled. 
“Looks mean as hell,” declared Robert T. 
Smith, who would knock nine Japanese 
planes out of the sky. By the end of No- 
vember the pilots were divided into three 
squadrons, the Ist: Adam & Eves; the 2nd: 
Panda Bears; and the 3rd: Hell’s Angels. 
They would be stationed at both Kunming 
in China and Mingaladon airfield near 
Rangoon. 

In the training at Toungoo, Chennault 
had his pilots study a Japanese flying and 
tactics manual because, said Chennault, 
the Japanese are highly disciplined and 
fly by the book. They are well trained and 
brave, he emphasized, but predictable. 
Chennault told the Tigers they would use 
the Japanese discipline and their failure to 
improvise as a weapon against them. 

Chennault also developed tactics that 
would take advantage of the differences 
between the P-40 and the Zero. He taught 
his pilots to fight vertically rather than 
horizontally. Stay out of turning combat 
with the Zero, said Chennault. Climb high 


The Mitsubishi Zero was the fighter most commonly encountered 
by the Flying Tigers. The Zero was light, maneuverable, and fast, 
but lacked armor and self-sealing fuel tanks, and tended to burst 


into flames when hit. 


and dive out of the sun. Take advantage 
of the P-40’s superior ability to dive. Fire 
in short bursts and do not break off until 
the last possible moment. Chennault also 
had his pilots fly in pairs to insure mutual 
support during dogfights. 

Chennault put the Flying Tigers through 
rigorous training, both in the sky and in 
the classroom. At the same time, ground 
crews were honing their skills. By Decem- 
ber 1941, Chennault reckoned his boys 
were ready for combat. Their principal 
mission was defense of the Burma Road. 
Supplies would be unloaded at Rangoon 
and shipped by rail to Lashio. From there 
on it was the dirt of the Burma Road, or 
mud when the monsoon arrived, all the 
way to Kunming. The Japanese were de- 
termined to close the road and strangle an 
exhausted China. 

The Ist and 2nd squadrons were sta- 
tioned at Kunming. Chennault would 
have preferred that all three squadrons be 
stationed at Kunming, but British pressure 
forced the Flying Tiger commander to sta- 
tion the 3rd squadron at Rangoon to aid the 
Royal Air Force (RAF). The pilots of the 
3rd squadron were given quarters in the 
homes of British colonials who had been 
evacuated. Some of the accommodations 
were posh. Said Flying Tiger Bill Rossi, 
“T was staying at the home of a Scotsman, 
Bill Tweedy, and when he was evacuated 


he left all his clothes. I had quite a ward- 
robe for a while. We sort of took over the 
servants and just lived there until we left. 
Tweedy said that when we were ready to 
leave we should shoot his dog and burn 
the house, because he didn’t want them to 
fall into Japanese hands. Well, we couldn’t 
shoot that dog, and we didn’t burn down 
the house either.” 

Rangoon also had a few nightclubs, 
such as the Silver Grill, where the more 
adventurous and hard-drinking Flying Ti- 
gers would be found at night. Although 
Chennault frowned on drinking, Boying- 
ton and some others spent most evenings 
pounding drinks at one or another of the 
clubs. Recalled Ed Rector, “Quite often, 
we would party all night until the lorry 
would come at dawn to take us back to 
our planes.” Rector said he wound up in 
the Flying Tigers because he had been 
fascinated with the Far East since reading 
Rudyard Kipling, and he thought Amer- 
ica would never get into the war. “I had 
read everything that Kipling wrote twice 
over and that part of the world fascinated 
me. I was one of those naive people who 
thought we would never go to war.” 


Flying and Fighting 

As it turned out, the Flying Tigers didn’t 
engage the enemy for the first time until 
December 20, 1941, 12 days after the 
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HISTORY. 


Although badly outnumbered in nearly every engagement, the Tigers 
lost only 16 of their pilots to enemy actions. The second leading ace 


of the Flying Tigers, David “Tex” Hill, said, “We have a record that is 


second to none.” 


United States had declared war on Japan. 
Ten Japanese bombers, intent on bombing 
the airfield at Kunming, were intercepted 
by the Flying Tigers. Three of the bombers 
were sent burning and smoking into the 
ground and the other seven were badly 
damaged. Six of the seven crashed on their 
way home to Hanoi, which the Japanese 
were then occupying. Only one bomber 
safely returned to base. The Flying Tigers 
did not lose a plane. 

The Flying Tigers at Rangoon got into 
their first action on December 23 when 
they engaged 54 Japanese bombers and 
20 fighters. The pilots of the 3rd squadron 
shot down nine bombers and one fighter, 
but lost two planes and two pilots them- 
selves. Two days later the Flying Tigers 
did even better. They had 12 P-40s wait- 
ing at altitude when a Japanese formation 
of 60 bombers and 30 fighters approached 
Rangoon. The Tigers shot down 15 bomb- 
ers and nine fighters without losing a plane 


themselves. “It was like shooting ducks,” 
exclaimed squadron leader Arvid Olson. 

In the 10 weeks that the Flying Tigers 
served in Rangoon they never had more 
than 20 aircraft operational and some- 
times as few as five. This small force in- 
tercepted more than 1,000 enemy aircraft 
over Burma in 31 different engagements 
and shot down 217 Japanese planes, con- 
firmed, and another 43, probable. Dur- 
ing the same period, the Hell’s Angels of 
the 3rd squadron lost four pilots and 16 
planes. Winston Churchill compared their 
defense of Rangoon with the RAF’s de- 
fense of London. Said Churchill: “The vic- 
tories [the Flying Tigers] have won may 
well prove comparable ... with the Battle 
of Britain.” 

Nonetheless, the situation in Rangoon 
became untenable by late February 1942. 
With the fall of Singapore in mid-Feb- 
tuary, the Japanese were able to release 
several air units to join the attack on Ran- 


Charles Older had 10 % kills as a Flying Tiger and another eight as a pilot with the 14th Air 
Force. The Eagle Scout, football player, and UCLA graduate would later attend law school and be 


appointed to the California Superior Court bench. 
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goon. Some 200 planes a day pounded 
Rangoon from the air, while the Japanese 
army moved overland. During the final 
days of Allied-occupied Rangoon, the 3rd 
squadron had only nine P-40s operational. 
On February 25, 166 Japanese planes at- 
tacked. The Flying Tigers shot down 24 
of them. The Tigers had but six planes op- 
erational the next day when they met 200 
of the enemy, yet they shot down 18 of 
them. Thus, in two days a handful of Fly- 
ing Tigers intercepted 366 enemy planes 
and destroyed 43 of them, while suffering 
no losses themselves. Wrote one of the 3rd 
squadron Hell’s Angels: “Has there ever 
been anything done like this before in avi- 
ation history? I do not think so.” 

During the spring of 1942, the Fly- 
ing Tigers, operating out of Kunming 
and bases in Burma, continued to hit the 
Japanese with telling effect. However, 
the AVG was in desperate need of spare 
parts and planes to replace those lost. The 
Tigers received only a fraction of what 
they needed: 20 new P-40s and 2,000 lbs. 
of parts. The new P-40s were the latest 
model, though, the P-40E. The P-40E 
featured a more powerful Allison engine 
than the P-40B, 1,150 hp compared with 
1,040, and was armed with six .50 caliber 
machine guns instead of four. 

The Flying Tigers fought their last air 
battle on the Fourth of July 1942 and 
destroyed eight Japanese bombers. With 
that parting salvo, the American Volunteer 
Group was disbanded. Those pilots and 
ground crew who wanted to stay in China 
joined the U.S. Army’s China Air Task 
Force, which was absorbed by the U.S. 
Army’s 14th Air Force in March 1943. 


The Tigers’ Tracks 

Ina little more than six months of combat, 
the Flying Tigers shot down a confirmed 
296 Japanese planes. Another 153 enemy 
planes were listed as probable kills. In 
strafing and bombing Japanese airfields 
the Flying Tigers destroyed some 200 
Japanese planes. Although badly out- 
numbered in nearly every engagement, 
the Tigers lost only 16 of their pilots to 
enemy actions. The second leading ace 
of the Flying Tigers, David “Tex” Hill, 
said, “We have a record that is second 
to none.” Tex Hill himself shot down a 
confirmed 11 Japanese planes and shared 
credit for a 12th. Hill went on to shoot 
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Claire Chennault, the former commander of the Flying Tigers and now commanding general of 


the 14th Air Force, decorates Capt. John Birch with the Legion of Merit for his courageous and 
outstanding intelligence work behind Japanese lines. 


down another six Japanese planes as a 
member of the 14th Air Force. 

Tied as the third leading ace among 
the Flying Tigers was Chuck Older, who 
was credited with 10% victories. Older 
got another eight kills as a member of the 
14th Air Force. Following the war, Older 
became a lawyer and was eventually ap- 
pointed to the California Superior Court 
bench by Governor Ronald Reagan. It 
was Judge Charles Older who presided 
over the trial of the infamous Charlie 
Manson. 

One of those tied with Older was Wil- 
liam Doyle McGarry. Before the war as 
a student at Loyola University, he was 
known for his artistic talent and ebullient 
personality. Both would serve him well 
with the Flying Tigers. It was McGarry 
who designed the Adam & Eve insignia 
for the Ist squadron. Late in March 1942, 
he was shot down by ground fire and im- 
prisoned by the Japanese in Bangkok. 
Through three years of hell, he kept his 
spirits up, though, and with the help of 
Siamese and the OSS (forerunner of the 
CIA), he was taken out of the prison in a 
coffin after “dying in captivity.” Back in 
the United States and with the war ended, 
he attended Loyola Law School and be- 
came a practicing attorney. 

Two Flying Tigers would later be 
awarded the Medal of Honor: Jimmy 
Howard, while commanding the 356th 


www. TheNewAmerican.com 


Fighter Squadron in the skies over Europe, 
and Pappy Boyington, while commanding 
VMF 214, the Black Sheep squadron in 
the Pacific. 

Most of the pilots of the AVG consid- 
ered their service in Burma and China the 
adventure of a lifetime. When asked if he 
ever regretted joining the AVG, Robert T. 
Smith, who had nine kills to his credit, 
replied wryly, “Only on those occasions 
when I was being shot at.” 

Determined to stay in China and con- 
tinue the air war against the Japanese, 
Claire Chennault accepted a commission 
as a colonel in the U.S. Army on April 15, 
1942, and a week later was promoted to 
brigadier general in command of the China 
Air Task Force. He would be promoted to 
major general and made commander of the 
14th Air Force in March 1943. 

As he had in commanding the AVG, 
Chennault desperately needed good in- 
telligence. What he wanted most was an 
American who spoke fluent Chinese, was 
well traveled in China, and was dedicated 
to fighting the Japanese. He heard about 
such a man from Col. Jimmy Doolittle, 
who on April 18, 1942, led B-25 Mitch- 
ell bombers off the carrier Hornet and 
bombed Tokyo. Doolittle crash-landed in 
China and made his way through Japanese 
forces aided by Chinese and an American 
missionary named John Birch. 

Born in India to American mission- 


ary parents and reared in Georgia, Birch 
graduated from Mercer College in 1939. 
He then took an additional year of study at 
a Baptist Bible institute in Texas. In 1940, 
he went to China as a missionary. Follow- 
ing Japan’s sneak attack on Pearl Harbor, 
he began thinking of a way to serve the 
U.S. Army in China. The aid he rendered 
to Doolittle and his crew won him praise 
from the colonel and an introduction to 
Claire Chennault. Highly impressed by 
the young American, Chennault commis- 
sioned him a 2nd lieutenant with duty as a 
field intelligence officer. 

Birch served in this capacity to the 
end of the war, organizing an intelligence 
network and performing derring-do that 
earned him promotions to Ist lieutenant 
and captain and several decorations, in- 
cluding the Legion of Merit, pinned on 
him by Chennault himself. On August 25, 
1945, nearly two weeks after Japan sur- 
rendered, Captain Birch was shot and then 
bayoneted, not by Japanese soldiers but by 
Chinese communists. Robert Welch, the 
founder of The John Birch Society, called 
his murder the beginning of our war with 
communism. 

Chennault remained in command of the 
14th Air Force to the end of the war. Hav- 
ing survived many controversies, but not 
without making powerful enemies, he re- 
tired as a major general in October 1945. 
Shortly before he died in 1958, he was 
given an honorary promotion to lieutenant 
general. To this day, the Republic of China 
continues to honor Chennault. The Repub- 
lic even erected a statue of Chennault in 
downtown Taipei, the only monument to 
a foreigner in Taiwan. 

In 1992, when all the secrecy surround- 
ing the Flying Tigers was long in the past, 
they were recognized as members of the 
U.S. military during their aerial combat 
against the Japanese from December 1941 
to July 1942. The AVG received a Presi- 
dential Unit Citation. Four years later the 
U.S. Air Force awarded all the pilots the 
Distinguished Flying Cross and ground 
crewmen the Bronze Star. The United 
States was a bit late to the party: Fifty 
years earlier, many of the Flying Tigers 
had been decorated by China and three of 
them — Charlie Bond, Tex Hill, and Ed 
Rector — were awarded the Distinguished 
Flying Cross from Great Britain for their 
heroics in defending Rangoon. Mf 
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EXERCISING THE RIGHT 


Caught in the 
Act by an App 


The CBS affiliate 10News reported on 
August 30 out of Tampa, Florida, about 
how new technology is changing the way 
security companies notify their customers 
of break-ins. Twenty-five-year-old Jordan 
King was away from her house when an 
alert on her cellphone notified her that her 
home was being broken in to. The bur- 
glary suspect had unknowingly tripped 
a motion sensor, which alerted the secu- 
rity company that provides the app. This 
caused a video camera in the house to 
begin recording the suspect, while simul- 
taneously sending a live feed to Jordan’s 
phone. Jordan was able to view a real-time 
video of an intruder rummaging through 
her house. The young woman immediately 
called both 911 and then her father, Jerry 
King, for assistance. King, who lives near 
his daughter’s house, grabbed his pistol as 
soon as he learned what was happening 
and ran to the scene of the crime. Jerry 
King confronted the suspected burglar in 
the fenced-in backyard and shot him after 
King said the suspect made menacing mo- 
tions. Authorities are still investigating, 
but they believe the suspect may have had 
something in his hand that put the father 
in fear for his life and resulted in the father 
shooting the suspect. Authorities arrived 
on the scene shortly afterward, and the in- 
jured suspect was transported to a nearby 
medical facility with serious injuries. 

10News interviewed 90-year-old Sam- 
uel Sanders, who lives down the street 
from the crime, and Sanders explained 
that, at first, he didn’t realize that the 
gunshot he heard was related to a break- 
in. “When I heard the shot, I don’t know, 
I thought somebody might have been 
shooting at a possum.” 

Tampa Police spokesman Steve Hegar- 
ty spoke with 10News about technologi- 
cal advances that have greatly improved 
dealing with burglaries. “The technology 
has really come around.... We’ve had 
some burglaries where video was very 
helpful. But that was helpful after the 
fact.... In this case, the woman was ac- 
tually able to see someone as they were 
inside her home.” 


40 


“.. the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.” 
_ ES lOEE. 


College student Corey Thompson also 
spoke with 10News about the appeal of 
security cameras that can send video to 
your mobile device. “We’re always on 
our phones too ... you know this genera- 
tion ... so this would be something nice 
for kids like us living in the house. It’s 
definitely something we should do.... 
That’s something that’s good for college 
students with us not being at the house 
all the time and with us being on campus 
for long portions of time that would defi- 
nitely help out.” 


Burglary Ain’t 
What It Used to Be 


This column previously reported on 
33-year-old ex-NFL player Stanley Wil- 
son II, who was shot by a homeowner 
during an attempted break-in in Port- 
land, Oregon. Wilson was completely 
nude at the time and was discovered in 
the home’s backyard water fountain by 
police. According to the police investi- 
gation, Wilson had broken in to multiple 
homes the day he was shot. 

In an article covering the most re- 
cent developments in the case against 
Wilson, as well as other high-profile 
shootings related to home break-ins, the 
Oregonian featured an interview with a 
law professor on August 19 about the 
economics of home break-ins. Lewis 
& Clark law professor Doug Beloof 
explained that burglars typically don’t 
break in when residents are likely to be 
home or returning home soon, but if they 
do, it might be a sign that the burglar 
is even more unhinged than usual. “One 
could infer that people who are mental- 
ly ill or addled by drugs might be more 
likely to take that risk than professional 
burglars would be.” Beloof stressed that, 
financially speaking, home break-ins are 
rarely very lucrative and that the risk to 
the potential criminal if a victim is home 
is not worth the slim chance of recover- 
ing anything of value. “If you’re going 
to be a criminal, breaking into a house 
is a really bad idea,” Beloof said. Be- 
sides the fact that you might encounter 
an armed homeowner who may kill you, 


home break-ins are not as profitable 
as they once were. Beloof cited stolen 
electronics as an example. Electronics 
used to garner substantial money on the 
black market, but now they don’t fetch 
as much since electronics have become 
more affordable and technology changes 
so fast. Beloof added that the reduced 
financial reward might mean that people 
willing to break in are more likely to be 
desperate. “Then the question is why 
is someone breaking into the house’... 
If it is not a very good opportunity to 
get things of value, it makes the person 
more dangerous, (because then) why are 
they there?” 


Knife-wielding 
Intruder Stopped 


by Armed Homeowner 


The NBC affiliate in Los Angeles re- 
ported on August 9 about a terrifying 
break-in in Norwalk, California, that in- 
volved a suspect armed with a knife. Lt. 
Jeff Dusky of the Los Angeles County 
Sheriff’s Department told NBC that the 
homeowner was home with his wife and 
five children when the incident occurred. 
The father heard someone attempting to 
break in to the house and went to inves- 
tigate. “The suspect attempted to enter 
the residence by breaking through some 
doors at the rear of the house,” Lt. Dusky 
told NBC. 

The intruder was able to enter the 
house through the broken doors and was 
walking through the house when the fa- 
ther shot the man. Police were called to 
the scene by the man’s wife and discov- 
ered the injured suspect fleeing the scene. 
The suspect was taken to a nearby hospi- 
tal for treatment of his gunshot wounds. 
The sheriff’s department said it appears 
likely the father’s actions were in self- 
defense. 

A neighbor talked to NBC about 
hearing the gunshot, which she initially 
thought was a firework going off: “It did 
scare me,” Lizbeth Campechano said. 
“My window was open, so my dad had to 
come and try to close it.” 

— PATRICK KREY 
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Getting Jobbed 
by the Government’s 


Statistics, Policies 


ITEM: On September 2, 2016, the White 
House celebrated the latest jobs and un- 
employment statistics by the U.S. Depart- 
ment of Labor on its website. The sum- 
mary by Jason Furman, chairman of the 
Council of Economic Advisers, headlined: 
“The economy added 151,000 jobs in Au- 
gust, as the unemployment rate and labor 
force participation both held steady.” 

He stressed that the “unemployment 
rate held steady at 4.9 percent,” and said 
that “U.S. businesses have now added 
15.1 million jobs since early 2010, and 
the longest streak of total job growth on 
record continued in August.” 

ITEM: President Barack Obama has been 
patting himself on the back for some time 
because the official unemployment rate 
has ticked down. CNNMoney noted, quot- 
ing his comments: “‘We should be proud 
of the progress we’ve made.... We’ve re- 
covered from the worst economic crisis 
since the 1930s,’ Obama said. He doesnt 
believe he gets enough credit for creating 
over 14 million jobs.” 

Item: The administration and its support- 
ers have been cheering that the United 
States is near or at what is considered 
“full employment.” In late August, the vice 
chairman of the Federal Reserve made that 
assertion at the “Program on the World 
Economy,” a conference sponsored by the 
Aspen Institute, in Aspen, Colorado. 

Said Vice Chairman Stanley Fischer: 
“Employment has increased impressively 
over the past six years since its low point 
in early 2010, and the unemployment rate 
has hovered near 5 percent since August 
of last year, close to most estimates of the 
full-employment rate of unemployment.” 
CORRECTION: Statisticians, at least some 
of the time, collect facts. Politicians, most 
of the time, draw their own confusions. 

What the “real” unemployment rate is in 
the United States, and how that should be 
interpreted, has become a political football. 
Earlier this year, during his campaign for 
president, Vermont Senator Bernie Sanders 
said the Obama administration was not 
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Signs, signs, everywhere there’s signs: If the Obama administration is to be believed, the 
economy is doing great, with unemployment negligible. But the truth is that unemployment is 
considered low largely because so many people have given up looking for work. 


being forthright about the real unemploy- 
ment rate, calling it a “ruse,” and asserting 
that at the time the rate was 10.5 percent “if 
you include those people who have given 
up looking for work and the millions of oth- 
ers who are working part-time 20, 25 hours 
a week when they want to work full-time.” 

In fact, the “labor force participation 
rate” in the country is at a three-decade low. 

The Labor Department’s Bureau of 
Labor Statistics publishes “a huge array 
of measures, which together provide a 
comprehensive picture of the state of job 
opportunities.” The rate called the “U-3” 
is the one usually referred to in the mass 
media and by the government itself. 
Among the other measurements is the “U- 
6.” As a Labor blog has explained, that is 
sometimes referred to by the media as the 
“underemployment rate.” This measure 
includes the “officially unemployed,” as 
well as the “marginally attached” (defined 
as those who are neither working nor look- 
ing for work, but who want and are avail- 
able to work and have looked for work in 
the past year), as well as those working 
part time who want a full-time job. 

At the end of the “Great Recession,” “the 
U-6 was 17.1 percent; it is now down to 
9.7 percent,” according the Labor Depart- 
ment’s chief economist on September 6. 

Confused yet? 


Numbers can be pliable and, as a result, 
may be bent to form narratives meant to 
make the government look better to the 
voters. Some have another name for the 
official unemployment rate. Jim Clifton, 
the CEO and chairman of the polling firm 
Gallup, said last year, when the number fell 
a bit, that the figure is a “Big Lie,” while 
also noting that the “cheerleading for this 
number is deafening.” 

The media and the White House won’t 
say that, he noted. Yet, as Clifton put it in 
February 2015, if you, or if a member of 
your family 


is unemployed and has subsequently 
given up on finding a job — if you 
are so hopelessly out of work that 
you’ve stopped looking over the 
past four weeks — the Department 
of Labor doesn’t count you as unem- 
ployed. That’s right. While you are 
as unemployed as one can possibly 
be, and tragically may never find 
work again, you are not counted in 
the figure we see relentlessly in the 
news — currently 5.6%. Right now, 
as many as 30 million Americans are 
either out of work or severely under- 
employed. 


It is misleading in a number of regards, 
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wrote Clifton. Say, for example, you are 
“an out-of-work engineer or healthcare 
worker or construction worker or retail 
manager: If you perform a minimum of 
one hour of work in a week and are paid 
at least $20 — maybe someone pays you 
to mow their lawn — you’ re not officially 
counted as unemployed in the much-re- 
ported 5.6%. Few Americans know this.” 

Another important point does not get 
much press attention, he observed. Con- 
sider those Americans who are working 
part time, but want full-time jobs. “If you 
have a degree in chemistry or math and are 
working 10 hours part time because it is all 
you can find — in other words, you are se- 
verely underemployed — the government 
doesn’t count you in the 5.6%.” 

When you examine the facts a little 
closer, the numbers really aren’t that rosy. 
In May, for example, the headlines blared 
that 38,000 jobs had been gained. Yet, as a 
breakdown by the National Cen- 
ter for Policy Analysis (NCPA) 
revealed, what actually occurred 
was the health services added 
about 46,000 jobs, while civilian 
non-health, non-farm employ- 
ment dropped around 8,000; the 
NCPA said the “warping of our 
economy towards the govern- 
ment-controlled health sector’ is 
reaching “the tipping point.” 

Those additional slots, com- 
mented analyst John Graham, 
are also “adding costs that will 
prevent reductions in the rate 
of health spending growth. We 
need more job growth in sectors 
of the economy not dominated 
by government.” 

Statistics have also been 
compared to witnesses — in 
that they can testify for either 
side. Even within the gains in 
the August numbers, there was 
evidence of even more weak- 
ness. MarketWatch sifted a bit 
deeper and found that, during 
the month, 


bars and restaurants added 
34,000 new employees to 
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lead the way in hiring. The number 
of social workers also rose by 22,000, 
an unusually large increase. Both in- 
dustries pay below-average wages. 

Many industries that offer higher 
pay such as manufacturers and con- 
struction firms reduced employment 
slightly. Hours worked also fell to the 
lowest level since 2011. 

As a result, average hourly wages 
rose a scant 0.1% last month. 


While the president was in a self-congratu- 
latory mode earlier this year, Heather Long 
of CNN was less enthusiastic, noticing that 
there were still about double the number 
of long-term unemployed than in “normal 
times.” As the economic writer observed, 
wage growth has been anemic, with wages 
not “going up for many Americans. The 
typical take-home pay (often called “medi- 
an income” by the Census Bureau) is about 


tes college with a degree in 


the same today as it was 20 years ago, once 
you adjust for inflation. In other words, 
middle-class families aren’t really getting 
ahead. They’ re just getting by.” 

In all categories, the number of Ameri- 
cans 16 years old or over not in the labor 
force last year topped 93 million for the first 
time. At the time, the 62.7-percent labor par- 
ticipation rate had matched a 37-year low. 

While that activity, or inactivity, has 
been going on, there are millions of young 
people who are not getting the work expe- 
rience they will need to make a better life 
for themselves and their families. In the last 
two decades or so, teen labor participation 
(working or actively looking for work) has 
dropped from 52 percent to 35 percent. As 
of early August, the official teen unem- 
ployment rate was 16 percent — more than 
three times the overall rate. The weakened 
U.S. economy and the responses by poli- 
cymakers with mandatory minimum-wage 
increases, as noted by the Man- 
hattan Institute’s Preston Coo- 
per, has caused young people to 
be “left behind.” 

Meanwhile, evaluating 
“full-employment” levels over 
an extended period is akin 
to stereotypical comparisons 
of oranges and apples. The 
labor markets have changed 
dramatically in this country. 
This is a point that has been 
made, among many others, by 
Nicholas Eberstadt, a politi- 
cal economist at the American 
Enterprise Institute who has 
written extensively about the 
“unworking American man.” 
His recently published book 
is entitled Men Without Work: 
America’s Invisible Crisis. 

Two years ago, Eberstadt 
pointed to one dramatic differ- 
ence over the years: the propor- 
tion of women in the American 
labor force. It had jumped from 
20 percent in 1920 to about 47 
percent, he noted. In the former 
instance, virtually all able-bod- 
ied American men were in the 
labor market, either working or 
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If they win, they lose: If government gives in to fast-food workers’ demands for a $15 minimum 
wage, many of them will be laid off because their companies won't be able to afford them. 


looking for work. If a man was out of a 
job for any period of time, it might well 
mean destitution for him and his family. 
The government has since deployed many 
“safety nets” — characterized by others as 
“hammocks.” 

Writing for the website RealClearMar- 
kets on May 14, 2014, Eberstadt observed 
that, as American women moved into paid 
positions over two generations, “a grow- 
ing share of men seem to have checked out 
of work altogether. This is even true for 
men of prime working ages — the 25-54 
group.” As a result, for every unemployed 
man today who is looking for work, there 
are two unemployed men who are not 
looking for work. 

Needless to say, Eberstadt scoffs at the 
notion that the country is now at or near 
“full employment.” In a piece for the Wall 
Street Journal in early September, the 
economist fleshes out his case: 


In 2015 the work rate (the ratio of em- 
ployment to population) for Ameri- 
can males age 25 to 54 was 84.4%. 
That’s slightly lower than it had been 
in 1940, 86.4%, at the tail end of 
the Great Depression. Benchmarked 
against 1965, when American men 
were at genuine full employment, the 
“male jobs deficit” in 2015 would be 
nearly 10 million, even after taking 
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into account an older population and 
more adults in college. 


This, we are supposed to believe, is the 
“new normal.” If so, we’ve come to a sad 
pass, not good for us individually or as a 
nation. Eberstadt continued: 


Declining labor-force participation 
and falling work rates have contrib- 
uted to slower economic growth and 
widening gaps in income and wealth. 
Slower growth in turn reduces tax 
revenue and increases budgetary 
pressures, producing higher deficits 
and national debt. Unworking men 
have increased poverty in the U.S., 
not least among the great many chil- 
dren whose fathers are without jobs. 

There are the social effects, too. 
The male retreat from the labor force 
has exacerbated family breakdown, 
promoted welfare dependence and 
recast “disability” into a viable alter- 
native lifestyle. 


The solution, however, is not to have the 
government force employers to pay work- 
ers a much larger minimum wage. 

Such a mandate can kill jobs, especially 
those of the young and less skilled. A com- 
prehensive study by the Heritage Founda- 
tion has concluded that recent proposals at 
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the state and federal levels to raise the man- 
datory minimum wage to $15 hourly would 
result in the loss of nine million jobs. 

Employers have simple ways to afford 
to comply with a higher minimum: fire 
workers or employ fewer of them. 

Consider the experiences in Washing- 
ton, D.C. There has been a push for a 
$15 wage there; it is set to take full ef- 
fect in 2020. Another increase (to $10.50) 
came into effect last year; in July 2016, 
the increase put the minimum at $11.50. 
Economist Mark Perry, of the University 
of Michigan and the American Enterprise 
Institute, using Labor Department statis- 
tics, found that since the D.C. increase in 
July 2015, “Restaurant employment in 
the city has increased by less than | per- 
cent (and by 500 jobs), while restaurant 
employment in the surrounding suburbs 
(in Virginia and Maryland) increased 4.2 
percent (and by 7,300 jobs). An even more 
dramatic effect has taken place since the 
start of this year — D.C. restaurant jobs 
fell by 1,400 jobs (and by 2.7 percent) 
during the first six months of 2016 ... the 
largest loss of District food jobs during a 
6-month period in 15 years.” 

Columnist Star Parker is on the money 
in observing the perverse nature of the 
outcome: Low earners, who are supposed 
to be those helped by the increase in the 
minimum wage, are the ones 


hurt the most by shrinking the de- 
mand for their labor. In the first quar- 
ter of 2016, overall black unemploy- 
ment in Washington, D.C., was 12.7 
percent, compared to 8.5 percent and 
7.0 percent in neighboring Maryland 
and Virginia. And the gap in unem- 
ployment between whites and blacks 
in Washington, D.C. — 2.3 percent 
for whites compared to the 12.7 per- 
cent for blacks — was the highest in 
the nation. 


Here’s another statistical observation: 
Statist politicians spend half their time 
making promises and half their time mak- 
ing excuses. We’d be better off if they just 
got out of our way all of the time. Hi 

— WILLIAM P. Hoar 
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THE !.\5 WORD 


BY JOE WOLVERTON II, J.D. 


Obama: U.S. Must “Accept Constraints” on Sovereignty 


address to the UN General 

Assembly, on September 
20 President Obama offered 
what he called the “broad 
strokes” of a “course correc- 
tion” necessary to achieve 
“global integration.” 

In order to “to carry this 
progress forward,” the presi- 
dent said that he is “convinced 
that in the long run, giving up 
some freedom of action ... 
binding ourselves to interna- 
tional rules over the long term 
— enhances our security.” 

Next, although not men- 
tioning Republican presiden- 
tial nominee Donald Trump 
by name, Obama warned of the dangers of pursuing an Ameri- 
canist agenda. Speaking of the need for “global integration,” 
Obama warned that “aggressive nationalism” and “a crude 
populism” — a vision promoted by the “far right” — fails to 
embrace “our common humanity.” 

“Today, a nation ringed by walls would only imprison itself,” 
the president added, in case it wasn’t crystal clear whose propos- 
als he was attacking. 

It wasn’t enough for the sitting president to take shots at the 
GOP presidential hopeful, however. He took on the market 
economy too. Sounding like a full-throated unabashed Marxist, 
Obama explained that when it comes to bridging the gap be- 
tween rich and poor, we could not rely on “soulless capitalism,” 
but would need to increase the ability of government to respond 
to the demands for benefits. 

Governments will achieve this new paradigm of economic 
leveling, Obama said, by “respecting the rights of workers” 
and guaranteeing that workers “can organize into independent 
unions and earn a living wage.” He then crowed that during his 
administration, the United States has “worked with many na- 
tions to curb the excesses of capitalism.” 

In what amounts to a shot of top-shelf irony, Obama — a man 
who has declared that he “cannot wait” for Congress to act, so he 
has taken the power unto himself to rule autocratically with his 
phone and pen — said history teaches that “strongmen are then 
left with two paths: permanent crackdown, which sparks strife at 
home, or scapegoating enemies abroad, which can lead to war.” 

Strife at home. Sound familiar? 

Scapegoating enemies abroad. Sound familiar? 

War. Sound familiar? 

All of these consequences of rule by a “strongman” are every 
day more evident in the United States under the presidency of 
Barack Obama. 


[: what is likely his final 


AP Images 


44 


Although not mentioning 
Democratic presidential nom- 
inee Hillary Clinton by name, 
Obama described recent 
events in Ukraine that sound 
suspiciously like the govern- 
ment of the United States 
while Hillary Clinton was 
serving as secretary of state, 
selling access to the highest 
offices of American political 
power for “donations” to the 
Clinton Foundation. 

“After all, the people of 
Ukraine did not take to the 
streets because of some plot 
imposed from abroad. They 
took to the streets because 
their leadership was for sale 
and they had no recourse,” Obama explained. 

Next, taking shots at American society and belief in individ- 
ual liberty, Obama said that he understands that “a traditional 
society may value unity and cohesion more than a diverse coun- 
try like my own.” 

In fact, President Obama is so devoted to progress and glob- 
alism that he suggested that the United States must abandon, 
among other things, “any forms of fundamentalism” that “makes 
[sic] our traditional identities irreconcilable with modernity.” 

Obama then turned to one of his favorite pastimes: defending 
Islam: “It’s a truism that global integration has led to a collision 
of cultures; trade, migration, the Internet, all these things can 
challenge and unsettle our most cherished identities. We see lib- 
eral societies express opposition when women choose to cover 
themselves. We see protests responding to Western newspaper 
cartoons that caricature the Prophet Muhammad.” 

Remarkably, President Obama admits, perhaps unwittingly, 
that his program of forced acceptance of relocated “refugees” in 
the United States will only lead to strife. “And if we are honest, 
we understand that no external power is going to be able to force 
different religious communities or ethnic communities to co- 
exist for long,” he said. Why, then, is he so doggedly pursuing 
the policy of settling thousands of Syrian refugees in American 
communities fearful of the effect such a forced integration will 
have on their neighborhoods? 

At the end of his extended criticism of his own country, 
Obama returned to his opening thesis: America must relinquish 
some of its liberty in order to achieve global integration. “And 
we can only realize the promise of this institution’s [the United 
Nations’] founding ... if powerful nations like my own accept 
constraints.” American liberty, says the American president, 
must be sacrificed on the altar of accomplishing the UN’s goal 
of one-world government. 
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